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11 South Muddy Creek Rd, Denver, PA 17517

Seventh Sunday of Easter — May 17, 2026
10:15am Service

Online Bulletin

TODAY’S READINGS
ISAIAH 45:1-7
PsALM 68:1-10, 32-35
1 PETER 4:12-14, 5:6-11
JOUN 17:1-11

www.mclchurch.org 717-336-2770 office@mclchurch.org
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube
The second service is livestreamed and posted on our website and YouTube channel.
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary
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WELCOME TO MUDDY CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH

*Please stand as you are able; Congregational responses are bold

GATHERING

Welcome
Announcements

Passing the Peace
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRELUDE “Fanfare and March for Trumpet™ ..........cccoecvierieiiiienieeiienee et K. Brewer

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, " and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, * your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN: “Praise the Lord! O Heavens” ... #823
1 Praise the Lord! O heav'ns, adore Him;
praise Him, angels in the height;
sun and moon, rejoice before Him,
praise Him, all ye stars of light.
Praise the Lord! for He hath spoken;
worlds His mighty voice obeyed,
laws which never shall be broken
for their guidance He hath made.



2 Praise the Lord! for He is gracious;
never shall His promise fail;

God hath made His saints victorious;
sin and death shall not prevail.
Praise the God of our salvation!
Hosts on high, His pow'r proclaim;
heav'n and earth and all creation,
laud and magnify His name.

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen.

*¥CANTICLE OF PRAISE .....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiicteeee ettt s PG. 139
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father, we worship you.
We give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us,
you are seated at the right hand of the father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the father. Amen

*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite
us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your
bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Choir “Great is the Glory of the Lord!™ ........ccooiiiiiiiiiieeee e J. Peterson

Children’s Message



THE WORD

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7
' Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue
nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates
shall not be closed:* I will go before you and level the mountains; I will break in pieces the
doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; * I will give you the treasures of darkness and
riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel,
who call you by your name. * For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, I call you
by your name; I give you a title, though you do not know me. > I am the Lord, and there is no
other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, ° so that they may
know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; [ am
the Lord, and there is no other. ’ I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe;
I the Lord do all these things.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (sung responsively)
'Let God arise, and let God’s ene- | mies be scattered;
let those who | hate God flee.
2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive | them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the pres- | ence of God.
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God;
let them also be mer- ! ry and joyful.
4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who ! rides the clouds;
I Am is that name, rejoice | before God!
3In your holy habita-  tion, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defend- ! er of widows;
%you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners | into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in | desert places.
70 God, when you went forth be- | fore your people,
when you marched | through the wilderness,
8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God,
the | God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the | God of Israel.
?You sent a bountiful | rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance | when it languished.
1Y our people found their | home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision ! for the poor.
32Sing to God, O kingdoms ! of the earth;
sing praises ! to the Lord.
33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the | ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your | mighty voice.
3% Ascribe pow- | er to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is | in the skies.
33 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O | God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! | Blessed be God!



Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. '* But rejoice insofar as you are sharing
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed.
1f you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is
the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
56 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in
due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. ® Discipline yourselves;
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to
devour. ° Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all
the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. '° And after you have suffered for a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. '! To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung)
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

*Gospel Reading: John 17:1-11
P: The Holy Gospel according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
! After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have
given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. > And
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent. *1 glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. > So now,
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the
world existed.

%I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. ’ Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you, ® for the words that you gave to me I have given to
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. ' All mine are yours, and
yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. ' And now I am no longer in the world, but
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



*HYMN OF THE DAY: “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide YOou” .......cccceeviieeiieeeieeeiieeeieeene #769
1 If you but trust in God to guide you
with gentle hand through all your ways,
you'll find that God is there beside you
when crosses come, in trying days.
Trust then in God's unchanging love;
build on the rock that will not move.

2 What gain is there in anxious weeping
in helpless anger and distress?

If you are in your Savior's keeping,

in sorrow will he love you less?

For Christ who took for you a cross

will bring you safe through every loss.

3 The Lord our restless hearts is holding,
in peace and quietness content.

We rest in God's good will unfolding,
what wisdom from on high has sent.
God, who has chosen us by grace,
knows very well the fears we face.

4 Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving,
offer your service faithfully.

Trust heaven's word; though undeserving,
you'll find God's promise true to be.

This is our confidence indeed:

God never fails in time of need.

*The Apostles’ Creed
P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s Creed,
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.



*Thanksgiving for Offering
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

To make an Offering, you can scan this QR code or place your gift in an offering

box. Thank you for supporting the ministries of Muddy Creek!

*HYMN OF REFLECTION
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

*Prayers of Intercession
P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation. 4 brief silence is held for reflection.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit, inspire musicians,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants and animals,
protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you have made.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political leaders, business
leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and equity.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

(Together aloud, we pray...) Your compassion and care come through the gifts of
medicine and relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort
those living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick. Comfort those we lift
silently or aloud before you now... Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those experiencing
significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new employment, and accompany
us in our prayers during these times. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the steadfast faith of those
who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in the assurances you give.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.



*The Lord's Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

*Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace
C: Amen (sung)

*SENDING HYMN: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve™ ........cccocoeviiiiiininenns

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
we go in Jesus' name

to bring glad tidings to the poor,
God's favor to proclaim.

2 We go to comfort those who mourn
and set the burdened free;

where hope is din, to share a dream
and help the blind to see.

3 We go to be the hands of Christ,
to scatter joy like seed

and, all our days, to cherish life,
to do the loving deed.

4 Then let us go to serve in peace,
the gospel t proclaim.

God's Spirit has empowered us;
we go in Jesus' name.

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Look and Live”



TODAY’S SERVICE

Pastor Rev. Stacy Chavis

Music Director Greg Gehman
ALCOLYER ..ttt et e b e bt sttt et e bt e bt e bt e sateeate et s Jack Dengler
L 1 ) USSR David Sensenig
COUNTETS ....eeeveeiieeiiesieeseeeteeteesteeseeesesessseesseeseesseesseesssesssenns Kim Eshleman, Ray & Susan Sweigart
10710 SRRSO PRSP Jill Youndt

Marie B. donated the refreshments for the Fellowship Hour today.

MAY 24™ WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

L 11 ) PSP Greg Gehman
CommUNION ASSISTANES ......ccveerirerierrierierieseeseeseeereeseesseesseesssessseaseesseesees 10:15am Audrey Noll
COUNTETS ..ottt ettt Nedra Bearinger, Judy Dengler, Karen Oglesby
T () RPN Joe Sanchez

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Welcome! If you’re visiting with us today, we’re glad you’re here. At your convenience, you are
welcome to fill out the yellow card in your pew and share a little about yourself or let us know

how we can be praying for you. We’re happy you chose to spend today with us!

Upcoming
e Blessings of Hope, 500 Becker Road, Leola - Wednesday, May 27" — 6:30pm-9pm

Help repackage bulk items of mainly fruits and vegetables to be distributed to those in need

in the Lancaster community. Sign up before 5/19 on the sheet under the mailboxes.

New volunteers only: Please register by May 24" at blessingsofhope.rosterfy.com/register.

For more information, contact Nancy Beck (717) 475-3234 or nancybeck@ptd.net
e AED Training — May 31* -After both services

Julie Emrhein will be training the members of our congregation on proper usage of the AED

in the event of a cardiac emergency.
e New Service Times -Beginning June 7, services will be at 8:30 and 9:30am.

e Community Yard Sale — Saturday, June 13" — 7:30am-Noon
ofeiin)  Click this link to register Deadline to register is June 6.
g ‘ Contact: office@mclchurch.org or 717-336-2770.

Ongoing

e "Share your talents this summer!" - As our choir takes their summer break, Muddy Creek

is looking for soloists, duets, and instrumentalists to provide special music from June

through July. Whether you sing, play the piano, flute, or even the ukulele, we would love to

have you share your musical gifts to serve the congregation!
Contact Greg Gehman at ggehman58@gmail.com.
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e Annual Veterans Wreath Project Donations in honor of Memorial Day
We are collecting donations to help offset the cost of 247 wreaths for veterans for the
Nov/Dec annual Veteran’s Wreath Project. Please include a note indicating that your
contribution is designated for the wreath project. Make checks payable to Muddy Creek
Lutheran Church.

¢ Grounds Care Team - Volunteers Needed
Last year, many church members volunteered to help weed and water the flower beds.
Information and a summer sign-up schedule will be sent out in the coming weeks to last
year’s volunteers, as well as any new participants.
Contact Judy Nichol at 717-484-1447 or text 717-947-0802

PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS

“Brenda and Friends” Bus Trips
e May 30 (Saturday) - 1-Day Mystery Trip
e June 6 (Saturday) - National Zoo in Washington, DC

Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central PA

Considering a summer job as a camp counselor? The Lutheran Camping Corporation is seeking
faithful individuals to help build a welcoming camp community.

Counselors must be at least 18 or a High School graduate this June. Training is provided. Learn
more at https://www.lutherancamping.org/employment/

This Weeks Office Hours:

Monday May 18" 9:30am-11:30am
Tuesday May 19" 9:30am-1:30pm
Thursday ~ May 218 9:30am-1:30pm
Friday May 22™  9:30am-11:30am

MAY 10™ ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

Attendance Offerings

8am 17 Weekly $1,875
10:15am 38 Month-to-Date $4,998
Online 61

General Fund plus Mission Support
Received through April $51,811
Expenses through April $73,426


https://www.lutherancamping.org/employment/

