Muddy Creek Lutheran Church
11 South Muddy Creek Rd., Denver, PA 17517

5th Sunday after Pentecost, July 20, 2025, 9:30 am
Online Bulletin

* = Please stand as you are able; Congregational responses are bold

GATHERING

Welcome
Announcements

Passing the Peace
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRELUDE: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only WiS€” .......cc.ccocerviinirniniinieninicneeienes M. Limbaugh

*Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, + your sins

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise’
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see

'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
C: And also with you
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord, Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of

all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the

Lord. Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (“Glory to God...”) .ccooovvviiiiieenne

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father, we worship you.

We give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us,

you are seated at the right hand of the father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the father. Amen



*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the cries
of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC: “Day by Day” .....cccoooiiieiieiieeieeieeeeeee ettt Men’s Chorus #790
Children’s Message

THE WORD

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10

' The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in
the heat of the day. > He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them,
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground.  He said, “My lord,
if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. > Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they
said, “Do as you have said.” ® And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make
ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” ” Abraham ran to the
herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare
it. # Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and
he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

? They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” % Then
one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm Reading: (read responsively) Psalm 15

' LorRD, who may dwell in your ! tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your ! holy hill?

2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right,
who speak the truth | from their heart;

3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;
they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor.

*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who ! fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word.

> They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.



Second Reading: Colossians 1:15-28
I3 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,' for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. '’ He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. '® He is the head of the body,
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first
place in everything. '° For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2° and through
him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
making peace through the blood of his cross.

2! And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and
irreproachable before him, 2° provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in
the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been
proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a minister of this gospel.

241 am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what
is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. ?° I became its
minister according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of
God fully known, 2 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but
has now been revealed to his saints. >’ To them God chose to make known how great among
the gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory. 28It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so
that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God
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*Gospel Reading: Luke 10:38-42
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village where a
woman named Martha welcomed him. * She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet
and listened to what he was saying. *° But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she
came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by
myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” *! But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried and distracted by many things, ** but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary
has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord,
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Y0u are the Way” .......cccoiviiiiiiiiiieecece et #758

1 You are the way; to you alone

from sin and death we flee;

all those who search for God, you find
and by your grace set free.

2 You are the truth; your word alone
true wisdom can impart;

you only can inform the mind

and purify the heart.

3 You are the life; the rending tomb
proclaims your conqu'ring arm;

and those who put their trust in you
not death nor hell shall harm.

4 You are the way, the truth, the life;
grant us that way to know,

that truth to keep, that life to win,
whose joys eternal flow.

*The Apostles’ Creed

P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s Creed,

C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.



*Thanksgiving for Offering
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

FOFFERING ..ottt sh e sa et e s sb s anesaeea #7152
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

*Prayers of Intercession
P: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray
for the needs of the world.
A brief'silence is held for reflection..
Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your words of life.
Equip biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, that your word may be more
fully known. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From that promise,
generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for creation. Bring healing to the earth
with your words of life. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the world. May
your word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious hospitality in places where
hostile forces hold sway. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or despair. (As I
lift the names of our loved ones, please repeat their names) Lord we pray for...... Bring honor

to any who experience slander and evil intent or are discredited by others. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe spaces
where everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by your word of life. Lord
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your word, we
give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize the promise of the
gospel with all creation. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.



*The Lord's Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

*Blessing

THE SENDING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.

C: Amen (sung)

*SENDING HYMN: “Take My Life, That I May Be”

ALL

WOMEN

ALL

MEN

ALL

1 Take my life, that I may be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee;

Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of thy love;

Take my feet and let them be

Swift and beautiful for thee.

3 Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only, for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from thee.

4 Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect, and use
Ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it thine;
It shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart, it is thine own,;

It shall be thy royal throne.



ALL 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
At thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for thee.

*Dismissal
P: Go in Peace. Serve the Risen Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Fling Out the Banner”.............cccceiiiiiiiieniieniieiesee et J. Calkin

After service, all are invited to fellowship with us in the sanctuary.
We thank Sandy Schutter & Kathleen Ebling for providing refreshments today!

Announcements

Welcome - to all visitors and guests; thank you for worshiping with us! We would love to get to
know you. Please use the yellow card in your pew to tell us what you’d like us to know about
you and how we can pray for you.

In Our Prayers: Linny Ansel, Gloria Aseli, family of Leroy Berger, Michael Breidenstein Jr.,
Jane Enck, Ken Frazer, Molly Fritz, Cathleen Fuchs, Elaine Gehman, Larry Gehman,

Lisa Gehman, Diane Weinhold Grube, Fred Hainley, family of Michael Martin, Audrey Opra,
family of Joanne Saylor, Mary Ann Seidel, Donald Steinmetz, Thelma Sweigart, Waltraut
Wegner, Philip Webber.

Memorial Fund: Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family of Joane Saylor. Joane, a
longstanding member of the church, passed away on July 3rd. A memorial account has been set
up in her honor.

First Floor “Housecleaning”
We have scheduled several days to clean out and reorganize the Sunday School rooms.
There’s something for everyone who wishes to help: sorting boxes of papers and books,
tearing out the theater seats, and reorganizing the kitchen, holiday, and nursery items. Our
goal is to be finished by mid-August so we can get a dumpster and prepare the rooms for
Sunday School in September. We’ll tackle the project in several two-hour increments:

July  Wednesday 7/30 6-8 pm

August Thursday 8/7 1-3 pm

Wednesday 8/13 9-11am

Please join us on one or all of these days to help improve the appearance and efficiency of
our first-floor areas. Property Committee



Altar Flowers and Bulletins: Today’s flowers are sponsored by Doris & Brad Rauch for those
in need of healing. To honor your loved one, with flowers ($45) or through bulletin sponsorship
($15) use the signup sheet on the table outside the Pastor’s office.

Today’s Worship Assistants
Acolyte  Sophia Dimitris
Cantor  Hollie Kemper
Counters Jeanette and Meik Leid
Lector Brenda Berger
Next Week’s Worship Assistants (July 27"):
Acolyte SEEKING A VOLUNTEER
Cantor  David Sensenig
Counters Brenda Berger, Judy Nichol, Audrey Noll
Lector Hollie Kemper

CHURCH UPDATES
Attendance
July 13" 8:00 am - 18
9:30 am — 48; Total Online Views - 54
Giving
Received on July 13: $1,778.03
Received July to date: $6,869.06

Expenses Year-to-date General Fund plus Mission Support:
Received through June: $75,225.19
Expenses through June: $92,042.14



