Muddy Creek Lutheran Church
11 South Muddy Creek Rd, Denver, PA 17517

First Sunday in Lent — February 22, 2026

10:15am Service
Online Bulletin

TODAY’S READINGS
GENESIS 2:15-17; 3:1-7
PsSALM 32
ROMANS 5:12-19
MATTHEW 4:1-11

www.mclchurch.org 717-336-2770 office@mclchurch.org

Follow us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/mclchurch) and YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/@muddycreeklutheranchurchde4004)

The second service is livestreamed and posted on our website and YouTube channel.
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary


http://www.mclchurch.org/
mailto:office@mclchurch.org

Welcome to Muddy Creek Lutheran Church

* = Please stand as you are able; Congregational responses are bold

GATHERING

Welcome
Announcements

Passing the Peace
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also, with you.

PRELUDE “Beneath the CrosS OF JESUS™ ...eeeeeiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseneeeseeesesenanene F. Maker

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, * your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN: “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days
you prayed and kept the fast;
inspire repentance for our sin,
and free us from our past.



2 You strove with Satan, and you won;
your faithfulness endured;

lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust
in God's eternal word.

3 Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed
and fixed your mind above;

so teach us to deny ourselves

that we may know God's love.

4 Be with us through this season, Lord,
and all our earthly days,

that when the final Easter dawns,

we join in heaven's praise.

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
C: And also with you

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word, it saves us from despair.

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us in your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth;

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high.



*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the
devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your
word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “He Became @ LamDb ... ... M. K. Beall
Children’s Message
THE WORD

First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. '° And
the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, !’ but of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall die.”

31 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, ° but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” * But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not die, > for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.” ® So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food
and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he
ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed
fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 32 (sung responsively)
! Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there ! is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning ! all day long.
*For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.
> Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt | of
my sin.
% Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.



"You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.
8 «T will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you | with my eye.
? Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.”
10 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD.
"1 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are ! true of heart.

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19
12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death
spread to all because all have sinned '° for sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is
not reckoned when there is no law. 4 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those
who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man,
Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. ' And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many
trespasses brings justification. " If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through
that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. ! For just as through the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many will
be made righteous.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FGOSPEL ACCLAMATION .....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt sttt seee e sae PG. 205
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:1-11

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
! Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty
days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. * The tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”  But he answered,
“It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”

> Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the

temple, ° saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,



‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory, ? and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.” ' Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.” ”
' Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
L: The Gospel of the Lord,
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word™ ........c.cccceeveiienienciienieniienens #517
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;
curb those who by deceit or sword
would wrest the kingdom from your Son
and bring to naught all he has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;

defend your holy church, that we

may sing your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
send peace and unity on earth;
support us in our final strife

and lead us out of death to life.

*The Apostles’ Creed

P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s Creed,

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.



*Thanksgiving for Offering
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

To make an Offering, you can scan this QR code or place your gift in an offering
box. Thank you for supporting the ministries of Muddy Creek!

*OFFERING
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

*Prayers of Intercession
P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and
its needs..
A brief silence is held for reflection.

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to resist temptation
and to worship and serve you alone. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience threaten this planet
and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of reverence, awe, and gentleness.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of violence with your
steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage to those who
challenge, especially around issues of racism and systemic oppression.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give peace to all
who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or isolated. (Together aloud, we
pray...) God, we ask for healing and strength for Clarence Rutt, David Sloat, people who
serve as caretakers, and for those we lift silently or aloud to you now...

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger for bread, bring
nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving word.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding grace, and for those
who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.



*The Lord's Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SENDING

*Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
C: Amen (sung)

*SENDING HYMN: “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”..........c.oovvvvveuiiiieeiiiiiieiiiieeeeee e #618
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but you are mighty;
hold me with your pow'rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.

2 Open now the crystal fountain
where the healing waters flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,
shield me with your mighty arm,
shield me with your mighty arm.

3 When [ tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs and praises, songs and praises
I will raise forevermore,

I will raise forevermore.

*Dismissal
P: Go in Peace. Serve God and one another in Faith.
C: Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE: “POStIUdE 1N D IMINOT™ ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeae s C. Ett

Today’s Service

Rev. Newell Embley, III Supply Pastor

Acolyte Malia Mancini

Cantor David Sensenig

Counters Nedra Bearinger, Judy Dengler, Karen Oglesby
Lector Nancy Beck

Today’s altar flowers were donated by Pat Brendle and Kim Eshleman
in memory of Nancy Brendle.

Marie Buohl donated the refreshments for the Fellowship Hour.

Worship Assistants for March 1%
Acolyte Seeking a Volunteer
Cantor Gail Bare
Communion Assistants ~ 8am - Karen Oglesby, Scott Strickland
10:15am - Nancy Beck, Audrey Noll
Counters June & Neal Leid
Lector Brenda Berger

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Welcome: Visitors and guests - thank you for being with us today! Please use the yellow card in
your pew to tell us more about you and how we can pray for you.

Prayers: In addition to those on our Prayer Ministry list, we pray for healing and strength for
Clarence Rutt, David Sloat and for people who serve as caretakers.

A Call to Serve - Usher informational Gathering: We will hold instructional meetings for all
individuals who would like to assist with the ushering duties of the church. This is a great
opportunity to assist with worship and become a part of a real team effort. Brief meetings are
scheduled for March 1% and March 8" at 8:45 and 11:30 in the rear of the sanctuary.

Partner Ministry Events
“Brenda and Friends” Bus Trips

Feb. 26" (Thursday) Neil Simon’s “The Sunshine Boys” at Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
March 2™ (Monday) Asher’s Chocolate &amp; the Philadelphia Flower Show
March 19" (Thursday) “Andy Cooney Irish Cabaret” at Hunterdon Hills Playhouse

For more information, contact Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com



mailto:berger@dejazzd.com

Administrative Items
February15™
Attendees: 8am — 27
10:15am — 55
Online Views: 29
Weekly Reg. Giving $ 4864
Mo. to Date Giving $ 11,104

Year-to-date General Fund plus Mission Support:
Received in January: $12,044
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