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Happy September, Muddy Creek! 
 
September brings the beginning of Fall and I think 
of the transformations that are about to come.  
Green leaves become vibrant red, orange, and 
yellow, and our thoughts turn to cooler weather.  
 

September is also the 
month that the ELCA 
encourages service to 
through our Lutheran 
Day of Service.   

 
Officially titled God’s Work, Our Hands (GWOH) 
Sunday, this is a day to celebrate how we are 
“one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our 
neighbor.” The 11th anniversary of GWOH is  
Sunday, 9/7/25.  On this day, Muddy Creek will 
gather all the supplies submitted for Ingathering 
and will prepare them for assembly on the 14th.  
 
Whether you participate in a project on the 7th, 
another day in September, or throughout the 
year, remember that we are all called, and each 
of us has the ability to significantly impact the 
lives and wellbeing of others. 
 

Question of the Month: 
What work is God calling me to  

in service of my neighbor? 
 
As we continue explorations in the Gospel of 
Luke and we think of the transformations of fall,  
I pray that we open our hearts to be renewed,  
refreshed, and revived.  Especially this month, 
may we remember that service is worship; a  
freedom that our relationship with Christ brings.  
 
In Christ’s+ Love, 
Pastor Chavis 

Church Council Corner  
Updates from Muddy Creek Council 

MEMBERS 
Will Wood has relocated to Georgia; we thank him 
for his years of service. Lauren Gallagher is elected 

to fill his role as Vice President of Council.  
We welcome Stephanie Spangler who will fill in the 

open seat through the end of the year! 

NEW ITEMS 
• Council approved a new AED for $2,678.14;  

a grant will  cover a portion of this purchase. 
• Gail Bare will chair a committee to investigate  

replacing our current copier. Scott Strickland,  
Pastor Chavis and Audrey Noll also serve as  
additional committee members.  

• The parking lot repavement project has been 
moved to the Spring of 2026. 

2026 BUDGET 
Committee Chairs will soon receive budget work 
sheets. Please complete and return them to the 

Treasurer by the deadline. 

PROJECTS 
We want to THANK the Property Committee and 

anyone who came and helped with the large  
cleanup job on the lower level. 

 
Stay tuned: As other projects arise, we will seek 

your help/expertise with some items. 

The next Council Meeting 
September 10th @7pm  

We’d Love to Hear From You! 
(717) 336-2770   /   office@mclchurch.org 

11 South Muddy Creek Road 
Denver, PA 7517 



UPCOMING EVENTS!! 

 
Ingathering 2025: Lutheran World Relief School Kits  SEP 7 and SEP 14 Nancy Beck and Audrey Noll 
We partner with our Synod in their support of Lutheran World Relief’s work to supply school kits, blankets and 
soap to those in need around the world. Muddy Creek will be accepting donations until September 7th and will 
assemble Kits on Sunday, September 14th. You can help this cause by reviewing the lists below and donating 
throughout the summer. Note: for the safety of the recipient, we are unable to pass along items with religious or 
patriotic symbols. 

Most Needed: (new items only, please) 70 sheet spiral notebooks (wide or college-ruled); Pencils; Small pencil 
sharpeners; Small blunt scissors (or safety scissors); 2 ½ inch erasers 
Also Needed: (new items only, please)   Rulers; Crayons (16 or 24 per box); Black or blue ballpoint pens; bars of 
soap in original wrappers (4—5 oz. size).  

Weave Together! SEP 19th and OCT 3rd      Salem-Kissel Hill & Bergstrasse  
North Lancaster and Lancaster County congregations are invited to participate in our first annual  
"Weave Together" Community Service Project & Retreat! Invite friends and neighbors to crochet or knit 12" X 12" 
single squares using any washable & dryable worsted (4) weight yarn. Any stitch, any color! We will collect the 
squares and deliver them on Friday, September 19th.  ALSO:  register for the "Weave Together” Retreat (Saturday, 
October 3, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm) to weave the gathered squares into blankets to be distributed to unhoused persons 
between Thanksgiving and  Christmas. The retreat includes a bible study, lunch, snacks and a time of sharing. If 
you don't crochet or knit, there will be plenty of work to be done sorting, gathering, cooking, etc.!  Watch for dates 
when the gifts will be presented to our unhoused neighbors. Contact Pr. Traci Glover pastortri1016@gmail.com,  
Rebecca Brewster  R.brewster72107@gmail.com or Wren Dillon schoeneckwren@gmail.com   

Brenda’s Bus Trip! SEP 25th        Brenda Berger 
Never Too Late”, at Hunterdon Hills Playhouse - We will enjoy a hot served lunch & dessert buffet before “Never 
Too Late”, This hilarious farce about a married man in his fifties who suddenly learns he’s about to be a father 
again.  It’s been 24 years since his daughter was born, and he is a little reluctant to repeat the process.  Can this 
stubborn old, new father survive?  Come along and see!  
Tour also includes deluxe motorcoach & a tip for the driver.   

4-Day Mystery Trip: Saturday-Tuesday, October 11-14, 2025   Brenda Berger 
I can’t tell you where we are going. Come along and see!  Tour will include 3 nights’ lodging, 8 meals and always 
includes deluxe motorcoach & a tip for the driver.   

September Chuckle 

A Sunday school teacher was telling a group of 4-year-olds about Jesus, Joseph and 
Mary. After the lesson the kids were asked to draw a picture depicting their favorite 
part of the story. The teacher received pictures of the baby Jesus in the manger  
surrounded by animals, pictures of the three wise men, and the like. 
One drawing puzzled her. It was a picture of an airplane with 4 people in it. She 
called the artist up to explain his picture. He pointed out Mary, Joseph, and the baby 
Jesus, and said this was their "flight" to Egypt. The teacher then asked about the  
other man in the plane. "Oh, that's Pontius, the pilot" he said.  

Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind,  

so that you may discern what is the will of God— 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans12:2 


