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TODAY’S READINGS 
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WELCOME TO MUDDY CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH 
*Please stand as you are able; Congregational responses are bold 

 

GATHERING 

Welcome   
Announcements 

Passing the Peace 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also, with you.  

PRELUDE “To God Be the Glory” ................................................................  arr. J. Schrader 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another.  
Most merciful God,  
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   
C: Amen. 

*GATHERING HYMN: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” ......................................... #413 
1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 

4 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

*Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE  .......................................................................................................................PG. 138  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of God,  
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen. 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  .............................................................................................. PG. 140 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father, we worship you.  
We give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us, 
you are seated at the right hand of the father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
father. Amen 

*Prayer of the Day  
R: Let us pray. 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, 
and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, 
defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in 
endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.   
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Choir: “The Lord is My Shepherd!” .................................................................................... J. Erhardt 

Children’s Message 

THE WORD 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that 
were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so.  
8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second 
day. 9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit 
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.  
12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 
16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters 
swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good.  
22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fifth day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so.  
25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind 
and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 
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26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the 
cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the 
sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
L: The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God  

Psalm 8 (sung responsively)  
1 O | Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of 
in- | fants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and 
avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
4 what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them?  
5 Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
6 You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
7 all | flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts | of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
9 O | Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  

  



6 

 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; 
agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung) 
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

*Gospel Reading:  Matthew 28:16-20 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
6 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And 
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “God, Whose Almighty Word” .............................................................. #673 
1 God, whose almighty word, 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight: 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel-day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light. 

2 Christ, who once came to bring 
on your redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight with illlusions blind: 
now to all humankind 
let there be light. 
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3 Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy dove, 
speed forth your flight; 
move o'er the water's face, 
bearing the lamp of grace 
and in earth's darkest place 
let there be light. 

4 Holy and blessed Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 
boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride 
through the earth, far and wide, 
let there be light. 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s Creed, 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen. 

*Thanksgiving for Offering 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;  
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
*HYMN OF REFLECTION  

Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 
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*Prayers of Intercession  
P:  Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. A brief silence is held for reflection. 
 
P: Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, 
making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

P: Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, 
vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
P: Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to 
pursue the work of fostering peace and community. 
 Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
(Together aloud, we pray…) Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in 
every circumstance. Heal those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. 
Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship. We pray 
for Jane Enck, Joyce Litzenberger and for those we lift up silently or aloud 
before you now… Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
P: Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church, community, nation, and 
world. Help us to be humble adults, ensuring that we provide for their needs, support 
their dreams, and nurture their faith. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

P: Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal 
promises. Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken 
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.. Amen. 

*The Lord's Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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SENDING 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace 
C: Amen.  

*SENDING HYMN: “O God, My Faithful God” ............................................................. #806 
1 O God, my faithful God, 
true fountain ever flowing, 
without whom nothing is, 
all perfect gifts bestowing: 
give me a healthy frame, 
and may I have within 
a conscience free from blame, 
a soul unstained by sin. 

2 Give me the strength to do 
with ready heart and willing 
whatever you command, 
my calling here fulfilling. 
to do it when I ought, 
with all my might--and bless 
whatever I have wrought, 
for you must give success. 

3 Keep me from saying words 
that later need recalling; 
guard me lest idle speech 
may from my lips be falling; 
but when within my place 
I must and ought to speak, 
then to my words give grace 
lest I offend the weak. 

4 When dangers gather round, 
O keep me calm and fearless; 
help me to bear the cross 
when life seems dark and cheerless. 
Help me, as you have taught, 
to love both great and small, 
and by your Spirit's might 
to live at peace with all. 

*Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE: “Fling Out the Banner”.......................................................................  J. Calkin  
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TODAY’S SERVICE 

Pastor  Rev. Newell Embley III 
Music Director  Greg Gehman 

Acolyte ..........................................................................................Russel Beck 

Cantor  .............................................................................................. Gail Bare 

Counters ........................................................... Hollie Kemper, Jane Wenger 

Lector  ........................................................................................... Brad Rauch 

Today’s altar flowers were donated in memory of Jean Tilden by Pastor Chavis. 
Audrey and Darlene donated the refreshments for the Fellowship Hour. 

JUNE 7TH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Acolyte ..........................................................................................Barb Yerger 

Cantor  ..................................................................................... Hollie Kemper 

Communion Assistants  ................. 8:30am Karen Oglesby, Scott Strickland 
9:30am Audrey Noll, Lynn Breidenstein 

Counters .............................................................................. June & Neal Leid 

Lector  ......................................................................... 8:30am Connie Becker 
9:30am Judy Nichol 

 

This Week’s Office Hours 

Wednesday June 3rd 8:30am-12:30pm 

Thursday June 4th 8:30am-12:30pm 

Friday June 5th 8:30am-12:30pm 

 
  



11 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Welcome Visitors! We are glad you chose to worship with us. If you would like us to 
know more about you or would like a prayer, please use the yellow card in your pew to 
share what you would like us to know and tell us how we can help. Have a blessed and 
wonderful week! 

Prayers: Our prayers are with Jane Enck, Joyce Litzenberger, and loved ones on our 
Prayer List. 

Today! AED Training -After both services 
Julie Emrhein will provide AED training to ensure members are able to properly assist 
during cardiac emergencies.  All are invited to be a part of this lifesaving training. 

Upcoming 

• New Service Times -Beginning June 7th, services will be at 8:30 and 
9:30am. 

• Community Yard Sale – Saturday, June 13th – 7:30am-Noon 
Use the QR Code or This Link to register before June 6th.   
Or you can reach out to office@mclchurch.org or 717-336-2770 
 

• Pastor Chavis’ Installation Service - Sunday, June 14th at 2pm 
Please join us for the Installation and a light meal afterward in the Fellowship Hall. 
On that day, there will be one combined morning service at 9:30am.  

Ongoing 

• Share your talents this summer! – We are looking for soloists, duets, and 
instrumentalists to provide special music from June through July while the Choir is 
taking their summer break. Whether you sing, play the piano, flute, or even the 
ukulele, we welcome your musical gifts! Contact Greg Gehman 
at ggehman58@gmail.com. 

• Grounds Care Team – Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed to help weed and water the flower beds this summer. 
Information and a summer sign-up schedule will be sent out soon. To volunteer, 
contact Judy Nichol at 717-484-1447 or text 717-947-0802.  

• Redner’s Save-A-Tape Program 
Support the Muddy Creek Good Samaritan Fund by placing your entire (uncut) 
Redner’s receipts in the Redner’s containers at church entrances.  Thanks! 

 
  

https://forms.gle/3AqAFrN3L45u9hLS9
mailto:office@mclchurch.org
mailto:ggehman58@gmail.com
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PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS 

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips  

• May 30 (Saturday) - 1-day Mystery Trip 

• June 6 (Saturday) - National Zoo in Washington, DC 

• June 12 (Friday) - “Real Diamond” – a Neil Diamond Tribute, Hunterdon Hills 
Playhouse 

• June 18 (Thursday) - Johnny Cash Tribute - Hunterdon Hills Playhouse 

• June 22-June 26, 2026 (Monday-Friday) Planned by Cape Cod Custom Tours 
Vermont & New Hampshire - From “The Sound of Music” to “On Golden Pond” 
Contact Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com 
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