
 

 

MUDDY CREEK  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2026 

 

READINGS  

1 KINGS 19:9-18 

PSALM 85:8-13 

ROMANS 10:5-15 

MATTHEW 14:22-33 



 

 

☩ WELCOME TO WORSHIP ☩ 

Visitors 
Please use the yellow card in your pew if you would like a prayer or 
would like to tell us more about yourself. 

Bulletin Information 
This bulletin is used for both the 8:30am liturgical service and the 

9:30am service with music.  The musical symbol - ♫ - is used to denote 
the music or songs that are only used in the 2nd service.  

Children 
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary. 

Communion Sundays -1st Sundays of the Month 
All are invited to participate in the Sacrament of Communion. We offer 
gluten-free wafers and juice as alternatives to bread and wine. Parents/ 
guardians choose whether youth will receive communion or a blessing.  

Connect, Watch, Follow 
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube.  Our 9:30am service is 
livestreamed and posted on our website and YouTube channel. 

Fellowship  
After the second service, please stay for light refreshments and an 
opportunity to connect with one another. See you in the annex! 

Offering 
To give: use this QR Code or place your gift in the offering boxes 
at the entrance tables. Thanks for supporting our ministries. 

Restrooms 

Restrooms are in the hallway to the left of the altar. 
 

 

www.mclchurch.org     717-336-2770     office@mclchurch.org 

11 S. Muddy Creek Road, Denver, PA 17517 

AED: Located just outside the doors to the left of the altar

http://www.mclchurch.org/
mailto:office@mclchurch.org


 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome   
Announcements 

♫ Prelude “Gather Us In” ................................................................. J. Behnke 

Peace 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please remain standing as you are able. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God,  
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake  
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of Jesus Christ, ☩ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.   
C: Amen 

  



 

 

♫ Gathering Hymn: “Gather Us In” ....................................................... #532 
1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 
we are the old who yearn for your face; 
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 
here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
not in some heaven, light years away— 
here in this place the new light is shining, 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.  

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also, with you. 



 

 

♫ Kyrie .................................................................................................. pg. 138  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen. 

♫ Canticle of Praise  ............................................................................ pg. 139 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God,  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the father: 
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the father. Amen 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters 
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.   

Please be seated. 

Young People’s Message 

  



 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses and instructs Elijah to anoint two 
men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night 
there. 
  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for 
the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it 
was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but 
the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out 
and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very 
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken 
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 
16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you 
shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 
place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and 
whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will 
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, 
and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
L: The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God  

  



 

 

Psalm  85:8-13 
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying.  

8 I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying; 
 or you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 
their | hearts to you. 
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell | in our land.  
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
 righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
12 The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 
 and our land will | yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 
 and shall prepare for | God a pathway.  

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15 
A right relationship with God is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is 
Jesus Christ and creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that 
“the person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the 
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who 
will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But 
what does it say? 
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, 
leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to 
salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same 
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”14 But how are they to 
call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless 
they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!” 
L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 



 

 

♫ Gospel Acclamation  ....................................................................... pg. 142 
Please stand as you are able. 

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-33 
In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble 
and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.   

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other 
side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he 
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 
sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 
on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the 
strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they 
got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 

Sermon  

  



 

 

♫ Hymn of the Day: “My Life Flows on in Endless Song” ...................... #763 
Please stand as you are able. 

1 My life flows on in endless song; 
above earth’s lamentation, 
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 

Refrain: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing? 

2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear that music ringing. 
It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing?  

Refrain 

3 What though my joys and comforts die? 
The Lord my Savior liveth. 
What though the darkness gather round? 
Songs in the night he giveth.  

Refrain 

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
a fountain ever springing! 
All things are mine since I am his! 
How can I keep from singing?  

Refrain 

Apostles’ Creed 
Please stand/remain standing as you are able. 

P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s 
Creed, 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. 



 

 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

Thanksgiving for Offering 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;  
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

♫ Hymn of Reflection  
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation.   
A brief silence is held for reflection. 

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may 
be heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, 
strengthen the church in its faithful witness.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve 
biodiversity in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes 
of a changing climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this 
work. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in 
positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to 
respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  



 

 

(Together aloud, we pray…) Comfort all who cry out with great 
sorrow and anguish; feed all who struggle with food insecurity; 
and have mercy on all who are suffering in body, mind, and 
spirit. Provide for all who are in need as we also pray for the 
victims of wildfires in the Western States, Cindy Frankhouser, 
Janet Frantz, Elaine Gehman and the family of Joyce 
Litzenberger. Be with those we lift silently or aloud before you 
now… Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life 
amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church 
leaders with your still, calm voice.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our 
earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

  



 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace 

 

♫ Sending Hymn: “Give to Our God Immortal Praise” ......................... #848 
1 Give to our God immortal praise! 
Mercy and truth are all his ways. 
Wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 

2 He sent his Son with pow'r to save 
from guilt and darkness and the grave. 
Wonders of grace to God belong; 
repeat his mercies in your song. 

3 Give to the Lord of lords renown; 
the King of kings with glory crown. 
His mercies ever shall endure 
when lords and kings are known no more! 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

♫ Postlude: “Fling Out the Banner” ..................................................  J. Calkin 



 

 

TODAY’S SERVICE 

Pastor Rev. Stacy Chavis 
Supply Pianist  Michael Evans 

Cantor................................................................................................  David Sensenig 

Counters ..................................................  Brenda Berger, Judy Nichol, Audrey Noll 

Lector ......................................................................................... 9:30am Judy Nichol 

Ushers ....................................................................... 9:30am Brad and Doris Rauch 

AUGUST 16TH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Acolyte .....................................................................................................  Barb Yerger  

Cantor........................................................................................................... Gail Bare  

Counters ....................................................  Kim Eshleman, Ray and Susan Sweigart  

Lector ................................................................................... 8:30am Scott Strickland 
9:30am Lynn Breidenstein 

Ushers .................................................................. 8:30am Bill Lausch, Stacy Aungst 
9:30am Nick Duong, Joe Sanchez 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover Art: https://leahmariecarson.com/2021/05/18/do-not-be-afraid/ 
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This Week’s Office Hours 

Wednesday August 12th    8am-3:30pm 

Friday August 14th   8am-2pm 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS 

Prayers - We lift Cindy Frankhouser, Janet Frantz, Elaine Gehman and the 
family of Joyce Litzenberger in prayer.  

TODAY 

• Altar Flowers 
Flowers are sponsored by Linda Berger in honor of Brenda’s Birthday. 

 

UPCOMING 

World Clap Day - August 16th 10am 
At one exact coordinated moment, people all around the world will clap their 
hands for one second. It is a celebration of being alive. A reminder  
that beyond language, culture, or beliefs, we are human first. The goal is 
unity. Through this simple, we prove that billions of people can synchronize, 
not because of crisis, but simply to celebrate existence. 

ONGOING 

• Redner’s Save-A-Tape Program 
Support the Muddy Creek Good Samaritan Fund by placing your entire 
(uncut) Redner’s receipts in the Redner’s containers at church 
entrances.  Thanks for your support! 

 
PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS 

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips  
Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com 

• August 20, 2026 (Thursday) - River Lady Lunch Cruise & Historic Smithville, 
NJ 

• September 25 (Friday) - “Mamma Mania” -Abba Tribute at Hunterdon Hills 

Playhouse. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Muddy Creek Lutheran Church is a proud member of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Lower Susquehanna Synod. 
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This Week’s Reflection 

In a world filled with noise and empty words, God comes to us as stillness 
and silence, even to the point that wind ceases (Matt. 14:32). Jesus walks 
over stormy waters to his disciples, entering their boat and being present 
with them despite their fears and doubts. Today’s readings encourage us 
to lay aside our little faith with and to listen for God, who comes to us as 

quieting comfort: Jesus gives powerful reassurance and the gift of 
presence. God is not distant from our fears, but close to keep us safe. 

Thoughts: 
Do you or does someone you know sometimes have “little faith?” 

In what ways can today’s scriptures help reassure you of God’s presence 
and quieting comfort?. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


