
 

 

MUDDY CREEK  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2026 

 

READINGS  

ISAIAH 56:1, 6-8 

PSALM 67 

ROMANS 11:1-2A, 29-32 

MATTHEW 15:21-28 



 

 

☩ WELCOME TO WORSHIP ☩ 

Visitors 
Please use the yellow card in your pew if you would like a prayer or 
would like to tell us more about yourself. 

Bulletin Information 
This bulletin is used for both the 8:30am liturgical service and the 

9:30am service with music.  The musical symbol - ♫ - is used to denote 
the music or songs that are only used in the 2nd service.  

Children 
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary. 

Communion Sundays -1st Sundays of the Month 
All are invited to participate in the Sacrament of Communion. We offer 
gluten-free wafers and juice as alternatives to bread and wine. Parents/ 
guardians choose whether youth will receive communion or a blessing.  

Connect, Watch, Follow 
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube.  Our 9:30am service is 
livestreamed and posted on our website and YouTube channel. 

Fellowship  
After the second service, please stay for light refreshments and an 
opportunity to connect with one another. See you in the annex! 

Offering 
To give: use this QR Code or place your gift in the offering boxes 
at the entrance tables. Thanks for supporting our ministries. 

Restrooms 

Restrooms are in the hallway to the left of the altar. 
 

 

www.mclchurch.org     717-336-2770     office@mclchurch.org 

11 S. Muddy Creek Road, Denver, PA 17517 

AED: Located just outside the doors to the left of the altar

http://www.mclchurch.org/
mailto:office@mclchurch.org


 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome   
Announcements 

♫ Prelude “Canon in D” .......................................................................J. Pachelbel 

Peace 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please remain standing as you are able. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. Most 
merciful God,  
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of Jesus Christ, ☩ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.   
C: Amen 

 

 



 

 

♫ Gathering Hymn: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ......... #843 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
with a liberating light; 
praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the gospel, 
healing ev'ry dread disease, 
calming storms and feeding thousands 
with the very bread of peace. 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
with a strong yet gentle word; 
praise the One who drove out demons 
with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water 
to the desert's burning sand; 
from this well comes living water 
quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 

3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 
Christ, who suffered in our place; 
Jesus died and rose for many 
that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, 
seeing what our God has done. 
Praise the one redeeming glory; 
praise the One who makes us one. 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also, with you. 

  



 

 

♫ Kyrie .................................................................................................. pg. 138  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen. 

♫ Canticle of Praise  ............................................................................ pg. 139 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God,  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the father: 
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the father. Amen 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion 
and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen.   

Please be seated. 

♫ Mixed Chorus: “Day by Day” .................................................... ELW #790 

Young People’s Message 
  



 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice and tells them that all who willingly serve 
the Lord will be accepted: the Lord’s house is a house of prayer for all. 

 1 Thus says the Lord: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar, 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8 Thus says the Lord God, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered.  
L: The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God  

  



 

 

Psalm  67 
Let all the peoples praise you, O God.  

1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
 may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known | upon earth, 
 your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
 let all the | peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
 for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the 
na- | tions on earth.  
5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
 let all the | peoples praise you. 
6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
 God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
7 May God | give us blessing, 
 and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.   

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 A God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, 
while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I 
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you 
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of 
their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order 
that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For 
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.  
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

♫ Gospel Acclamation  ....................................................................... pg. 142 
Please stand as you are able. 

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

  



 

 

Gospel:  Matthew  15:21-28 
Jesus teaches that faith in God is not limited to certain people or practices. 
This is shown as a woman from another faith approached him for help.  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 
tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 
me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it 
to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great 
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 
healed from that moment.  
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. Please be seated. 

Sermon  

♫ Hymn of the Day: “We Come to You for Healing, Lord” .................... #617 
Please stand as you are able. 

1 We come to you for healing, Lord, 
of body, mind, and soul, 
and pray that by, your Spirit’s touch, 
we may again be whole. 

2 As once you walked through ancient streets 
and reached toward those in pain, 
come, risen Christ, among us still 
with power to heal again. 

3 You touch us through physicians’ skills, 
through nurses’ gifts of care, 
and through the love of faithful friends 
who lift our lives in prayer. 

4 When nights are long with wakefulness, 
through days when strength runs low, 
grant us your gift of patience, Lord, 
your calming peace to know. 



 

 

5 We come to you, O loving Lord, 
in our distress and pain, 
in trust that through our nights and days 
your grace will heal, sustain. 

Apostles’ Creed 
Please stand/remain standing as you are able. 

P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed, 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

Thanksgiving for Offering 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;  
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

♫ Hymn of Reflection  
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s creation.   
A brief silence is held for reflection. 

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all 
be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on 
earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly 
kingdom. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
 



 

 

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. 
Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness 
and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the nations of the world and all in authority, they heed the cry of the 
outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders 
of countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve 
justly. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

(Together aloud, we pray…) For all who are lonely, grieving, or 
struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, 
community, and hope. Provide for all who are in need as we 
also pray for the victims of wildfires in the Western states, 
Cindy Frankhouser, Janet Frantz, Elaine Gehman and the 
family of Joyce Litzenberger. Be with those we lift silently or 
aloud before you now… Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, 
that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this 
community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith.   
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example 
continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your 
gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

  



 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace 

 

♫ Sending Hymn: “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” ..................... #536 
1 God be with you till we meet again; 
by good counsels guide, uphold you, 
with a shepherd's care enfold you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

Refrain: 
Till we meet, till we meet, 
till we meet at Jesus' feet; 
till we meet, till we meet, 
God be with you till we meet again. 

2 God be with you till we meet again; 
holy wings securely hide you, 
daily manna still provide you; 
God be with you till we meet again.  

Refrain 

3 God be with you till we meet again; 
when life's perils thick confound you, 
put unfailing arms around you; 
God be with you till we meet again.  

Refrain 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 
♫ Postlude: “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations” ......................  J. E. Nichol 
 

Cover art: https://bible.art.com 



 

 

TODAY’S SERVICE 

Pastor Rev. Stacy Chavis 
Music Director  Greg Gehman 

Acolyte .....................................................................................................  Barb Yerger  

Cantor...................................................................................................  Greg Gehman 

Counters ....................................................  Kim Eshleman, Ray and Susan Sweigart 

Lector ................................................................................... 8:30am Scott Strickland 
9:30am Lynn Breidenstein 

Ushers .................................................................. 8:30am Bill Lausch, Stacy Aungst 
9:30am Nick Duong, Joe Sanchez 

AUGUST 23RD  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Acolyte .................................................................................................  Malia Mancini  

Cantor..................................................................................................  Hollie Kemper  

Counters ......................................... Nedra Bearinger, Judy Dengler, Karen Oglesby  

Lector ................................................................................ 8:30am Lauren Gallagher 
9:30am Doris Rauch 

Ushers ........................................................ 8:30am Jane Wenger, Lauren Gallagher 
9:30am Ted and Gail Bare 

 
  

This Week’s Office Hours 

Tuesday August 18th    8am-1pm 

Wednesday August 19th    9am-3pm 

Thursday August 20th    9am-3pm 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS 

Prayers - We lift Cindy Frankhouser, Janet Frantz, Elaine Gehman and the 
family of Joyce Litzenberger in prayer.  

TODAY 

• Altar Flowers 
Flowers are sponsored in memory of Kathryn and Harting Leid by the family. 

• World Clap Day - 10am 
At one exact coordinated moment, people all around the world will clap their 
hands for one second. It is a celebration of being alive. A reminder that 
beyond language, culture, or beliefs, we are human first. The goal is unity. 
Through this simple gesture, we prove that billions of people can synchronize, 
not because of crisis, but simply to celebrate existence. 

UPCOMING 

ONGOING 

• Redner’s Save-A-Tape Program 
Support the Muddy Creek Good Samaritan Fund by placing your entire 
(uncut) Redner’s receipts in the Redner’s containers at church 
entrances.  Thanks for your support! 

PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS 

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips  
Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com 

• August 20, 2026 (Thursday) - River Lady Lunch Cruise & Historic Smithville, 
NJ 

• September 25 (Friday) - “Mamma Mania” -Abba Tribute at Hunterdon Hills 

Playhouse. 
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This Week’s Reflection 

The Canaanite woman is referred to as a beggar as she seeks Jesus’ 
healing for her daughter. As a gentile, she was thought to be on the 

margins of Jesus’ mission “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” His 
response to her beggar’s faith reveals that the love of God even 

encompasses the margins and teaches us that instead of seeking to divide 
people into those who have a place at the table and those who get crumbs, 

we should welcome and share hospitality with everyone. 

Thoughts: 
As disciples of Jesus, we live the same paradox of humility and audacity, 

boldly coming to Jesus, humbly acknowledging our need. 
Believing that God can handle everything, 

what are your BOLD prayers? 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Muddy Creek Lutheran Church is a proud member of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Lower Susquehanna Synod. 


