MUDDY CREEK
LUTHERAN CHURCH

13" Sunday after Pentecost

August 23, 2026

READINGS
ISATAH 51:1-6
PsALM 138
ROMANS 12:1-8
MATTHEW 16:13-20



+ WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Visitors
Please use the yellow card in your pew if you would like a prayer or would like
to tell us more about yourself.

Bulletin Information

This bulletin is used for both the 8:30am liturgical service and the 9:30am
service with music. The musical symbol - J] - is used to denote the music or
songs that are only used in the 2nd service.

Children
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary.

Communion Sundays -15t Sundays of the Month

All are invited to participate in the Sacrament of Communion. We offer
gluten-free wafers and juice as alternatives to bread and wine. Parents/
guardians choose whether youth will receive communion or a blessing.

Connect, Watch, Follow
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube. Our 9:30am service is livestreamed and
posted on our website and YouTube channel.

Fellowship
After the second service, please stay for light refreshments and an opportunity
to connect with one another. See you in the annex!
Offering
HiFEE To give: use this QR Code or place your gift in the offering boxes at the
entrance tables. Thanks for supporting our ministries.

Restrooms
Restrooms are in the hallway to the left of the altar.

www.mclchurch.org 717-336-2770 office@mclchurch.org
11 S. Muddy Creek Road, Denver, PA 17517
AED: Located just outside the doors to the left of the altar



http://www.mclchurch.org/
mailto:office@mclchurch.org

*+ GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome
Announcements

J] Prelude “And Can It Be?”........coovvieiiiiinieinienieceeseeeeee e T. Campbell

Peace
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
Please remain standing as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of Jesus Christ, " your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

C: Amen



J] Gathering Hymn: “Blessing and HONor” .........ccceeeeeeivieeeeeeeeeeeeenns #854
1 Blessing and honor and glory and pow'r,
wisdom and riches and strength evermore,
be to the Lamb who our battle has won,
whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne;
whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne!

2 Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus’ name;
let all the earth sing his glory and fame.

Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow'r
echo his praises and tell of his pow'r.

echo his praises and tell of his pow'r.

3 Ever ascending the song and the joy,

ever descending the love from on high;
blessing and honor and glory and praise -
this is the theme of the hymns that we raise;
this is the theme of the hymns that we raise.

4 Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb!
Take we the robe and the harp and the palm;
sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain,
dying in weakness and rising to reign;

dying in weakness and rising to reign!

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also, with you.

JIIKYTEC .ottt et e e e e ree e e e e s saa e e e e s e sannaeeeas pg. 138
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen.



Jl Canticle Of PraiSe ..........cccccovviiiiiiiiiiiicccneeeeeee e eeeeevnnnee e e e pg. 139
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father, we worship
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the father. Amen

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock
of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your
Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Please be seated.

Young People’s Message

Back to School Blessing
God and Gracious God, thank you for the memories of
summer. We ask that you bless these articles and the upcoming
school year. Fortify teachers, administrators, students, faculty,
and staff. Comfort parents and caretakers juggling work,
school, home, and family. Remind us to love and treat the
neighbor as ourselves. Grant us wisdom for learning - in school
and in community - and in listening for the Holy Spirit's
guidance. Amen.



+ WORD +

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6
Just as God called Abraham and Sarah, God now offers comfort to Zion.
God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.

1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3 For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4 Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
51 will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God



Psalm 138
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever.
1T will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will | sing your praise.
2] will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all
things.
3When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.
5 They will sing of the ways | of the Lord,
that great is the glory | of the Lord.
6 The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your
right | hand shall save me.
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the
works | of your hands.

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8
Our values are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers
different forms of service to build up the body of Christ.

1T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the
members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. ¢ We have gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



J1 Gospel Acclamation ..............cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e pg. 142
Please stand as you are able.
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus
responds with the promise of a church that will overcome even Hades.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 4 And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I

am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” 7 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in

heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 191 will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he
was the Messiah.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Sermon



J] Hymn of the Day: “Build on a RocKk” ........cccceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeees #652
Please stand as you are able.
1 Built on a rock the church shall stand,
even when steeples are falling;
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land,
bells still are chiming and calling—
calling the young and old to rest,
calling the souls of those distressed,
longing for life everlasting.

2 Surely, in temples made with hands
God the Most High is not dwelling—
high in the heav'ns his temple stands,

all earthly temples excelling.

Yet he who dwells in heav'n above deigns
to abide with us in love,

making our bodies his temple.

3 Christ builds a house of living stones:
we are his own habitation;

he fills our hearts, his humble thrones,
granting us life and salvation.

Where two or three will seek his face,
he in their midst will show his grace,
blessings upon them bestowing.

4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame,

Jesus the children is blessing;

hither we come to praise his name, faith in our Savior confessing. Jesus to
us his Spirit sent,

making with us his covenant,

granting his children the kingdom.

5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,

who here this promise is bringing:

"I know my own, my own know me;

you, not the world, my face shall see;

my peace I leave with you. Amen."



Apostles’ Creed

Please stand/remain standing as you are able.
P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s
Creed,
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving for Offering
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

J] Hymn of Reflection
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Prayers of Intercession
P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.
A brief silence is held for reflection.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built.
Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather,
that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and
wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation.
Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have made.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.



You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations
experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work
of relief agencies and peacemaking organizations.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

(Together aloud, we pray...) You regard those who are deprived and
hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and
mental illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our
prayers for all in need as we also pray for Indiana residents
affected by flooding and power outages, Cindy Frankhouser,
Janet Frantz, Elaine Gehman, the family of Joyce Litzenberger,
and those we lift silently or aloud before you now...

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied
gifts and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of
fellowship that all may be united as the body of Christ.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who
died in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we
join them at your eternal banquet.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.



-+ SENDING +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace
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J1 Sending Hymn: “Beautiful Savior”...........ccocovvveeeeiiieieciieecceeeeeeeeceieeeenns #838
1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2 Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels in the sky.

4 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith.
C: Thanks be to God.

Jl Postlude: “Jesus Shall Reign” ..........cccooeeiiiieiiiiecieecceeecceeeceneeeae J. Hatton



TODAY’S SERVICE

Pastor Rev. Stacy Chavis

Music Director Greg Gehman
PN 0) | (=TSR PUSTRRPPRR Malia Mancini
(OF:1 11 10) PSSR Hollie Kemper
(0701013115, =R Nedra Bearinger, Judy Dengler, Karen Oglesby
| ST (o) (OO OO 8:30am Lauren Gallagher

9:30am Doris Rauch

USHETS ...vveieiieecieeecreecctee e 8:30am Jane Wenger, Lauren Gallagher
9:30am Ted and Gail Bare

AUGUST 30™ WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

CANTOT . .ecuteieieeeieeeteerte et e et e et e et e e st e e s beesbaeesse e e saesssbaesssassnseessssessssesnnns Gail Bare
COUNTETS ..eeeuvreeeetreeecieeeeereeeeereeesraeeessaeeeeeeeeeessneennns Hollie Kemper, Jane Wenger
| 7=T6 1 0) (PSP RUPPRP 8:30am Connie Becker

9:30am Nancy Beck
USHETS ..evviiiiieiiieeeerte et esvee s sre e s saae e s sane e s svae s 8:30am Sev and Pat Yerger

9:30am Craig Brossman, Joe Sanchez

This Week’s Office Hours

Monday August 24th 8am-2pm
Wednesday August 26th 8am-2pm
Thursday August 27th 8am-2pm




ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS

Prayers - We lift Cindy Frankhouser, Janet Frantz, Elaine Gehman and the
family of Joyce Litzenberger in prayer.

TODAY
e Altar Flowers

Flowers are in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Beck Sr. by their family.
e Fellowship

Refreshments have been provided by Jessica Mancini.

UPCOMING
¢ God’s Work Our Hands — September 13th

ONGOING

e LAMPa
For years, LAMPa has coordinated calls to each county elections office,
thanking them for their service, letting them know we pray for them, and
asking how we can help support them in their important role.
The vast majority have been super appreciative and many specifically asked
for prayers. LAMPa has a script with questions that have been vetted by
nonpartisan election protection partners and adjusted for this year's
context. If you are interested in this project, please email office@meclchurch
and we will give you the script and contact information.

e Redner’s Save-A-Tape Program
Support the Muddy Creek Good Samaritan Fund by placing your entire
(uncut) Redner’s receipts in the Redner’s containers at church
entrances. Thanks for your support!

PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips

Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com

e September 25, 2026 (Friday) - “Mamma Mania” - Abba Tribute at Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse.

Cover art: https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies
what-are-the-keys-to-the-kingdom-in-matthew-16.html#google vignette


mailto:berger@dejazzd.com
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/

This Week’s Reflection

Disciples are formed over time—shaped by learning, worship, and all
aspects of Christian life in community. As it was for Peter, part of our
formation is learning to confess Jesus as the Messiah, not only with the
right words but also through an experience of the living God in Christ.
And along with Peter, through such formation we also discover who we
are in relation to God: After Peter “confesses” Jesus’ identity of Messiah,
Jesus “confesses” Peter’s identity by calling out his name and vocation.

Thoughts:
Who do you profess Jesus to be?
How has that transformed the way you see others?
What is God calling you to do for others?




SCHOOL KITSv
DONATION

DRIVE

SUPPLIES DUE BY : SEPT. 6TH {\3
PACKING: SEPT. I3TH
r\

CONTACT: AUDREY NOLL
AAN@PTD.NET

N
7

= WE NEED:

~ 70-PAGE NOTEBOOKS, 4

% #0 PENCILS, SMALL
PENCIL SHARPENERS, &
SAFETY SCISSORS, 2

INCH ERASERS, RULERS,
16 OR 24 COUNT BOXES “=
OF CRAYONS, AND '
BLACK OR BLUE
. _BALLPO|NT PENS___ Note: Fo
= we are una%lsg{gtgc?éstg?orﬁgIﬁleenqtss(/v'th
religious or patriotic symbols. |



