MUDDY CREEK
LUTHERAN CHURCH

14™ Sunday after Pentecost

August 30, 2026

READINGS
JEREMIAH 15:15-21
PSALM 26:1-8
ROMANS 12:9-21
MATTHEW 16:21-28



+ WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Visitors
Please use the yellow card in your pew if you would like a prayer or would like
to tell us more about yourself.

Bulletin Information

This bulletin is used for both the 8:30am liturgical service and the 9:30am
service with music. The musical symbol - J] - is used to denote the music or
songs that are only used in the 2nd service.

Children
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary.

Communion Sundays -15t Sundays of the Month

All are invited to participate in the Sacrament of Communion. We offer
gluten-free wafers and juice as alternatives to bread and wine. Parents/
guardians choose whether youth will receive communion or a blessing.

Connect, Watch, Follow
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube. Our 9:30am service is livestreamed and
posted on our website and YouTube channel.

Fellowship
After the second service, please stay for light refreshments and an opportunity
to connect with one another. See you in the annex!
Offering
HiFEE To give: use this QR Code or place your gift in the offering boxes at the
entrance tables. Thanks for supporting our ministries.

Restrooms
Restrooms are in the hallway to the left of the altar.

www.mclchurch.org 717-336-2770 office@mclchurch.org
11 S. Muddy Creek Road, Denver, PA 17517
AED: Located just outside the doors to the left of the altar



http://www.mclchurch.org/
mailto:office@mclchurch.org

*+ GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome
Announcements

J1 Prelude “If With All YOUTr HeartS”.....ouueeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevneeeees F. Mendelssohn

Peace
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
Please remain standing as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of Jesus Christ, " your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

C: Amen



J] Gathering Hymn: “My God, How Wonderful Thou Art”................... #863
1 My God, how wonderful thou art,
thy majesty how bright!
How beautiful thy mercy seat
in depths of burning light!

2 How wonderful, how beautiful
the sight of thee must be--
thine endless wisdom, boundless pow'r,
and awesome purity!

3No earthly father loves like thee;
no mother, e'er so mild,
bears and forbears as thou hast done
with me, thy sinful child.

4Yet I may love thee too, O Lord,
almighty as thou art,
for thou hast stooped to ask of me
the love of my poor heart.

5My God, how wonderful thou art,
thou everlasting friend!
On thee I stay my trusting heart

till faith in vision end.
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also, with you.

JIIKYTEC .ottt et e e e e ree e e e e s saa e e e e s e sannaeeeas pg. 138
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen.

JJCanticle Of PraiSe ..........ccccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiccccineeeeeee e eeeeennaeeee e e e pg. 139
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your
glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of humility for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Please be seated.

Young People’s Message



++ WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21

Jeremiah delights in the word of the Lord through the trials he faces.
He reminds us that we too can be strengthened by God’s promise to
us

150 Lord, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16 Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O Lord, God of hosts.
171 did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
18 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
19 Therefore thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.

be with



21T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 26:1-8
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you.

1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered.
2Test me, O | LORD, and try me;
examine my heart | and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes;
I have walked faithful- I ly with you.
41 have not sat | with the worthless,
nor do I consort with | the deceitful.
51 have hated the company of | evildoers;
I will not sit down | with the wicked.
6T will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession | round your altar,
7 singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving
and recounting all your won- | derful deeds.
8 LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell
and the place where your glo- | ry abides.

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21
Love is the ultimate standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we seek to
overcome, responding with good will and good intentions toward all people.

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 1°love
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing

honor. 1* Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 2 Rejoice in
hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 3 Contribute to the
needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 5 Rejoice
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony
with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not
claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as
it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 2¢ Instead, “if your
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to



drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

J1 Gospel Acclamation ..............cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccece e pg. 142
Please stand as you are able.
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28
After Peter confesses that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus reveals the purpose of
his ministry and the trials he will face.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the

Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests
and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This
must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake
will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I
tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Sermon



J] Hymn of the Day: “How Firm a Foundation”...........ccccccvvvviiveeennnnnee. #7096

Please stand as you are able.

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2"Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

3"When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

4"Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Apostles’ Creed

Please stand/remain standing as you are able.
P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s
Creed,
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.



Thanksgiving for Offering
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

J] Hymn of Reflection
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Prayers of Intercession
P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.
A brief silence is held for reflection.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in
the love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up
our cross and follow you in faith. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the
earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires,
storms, and other disasters.Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with
one another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations
and all who work to bring peace to a world scarred

by violence. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

(Together aloud, we pray...) For all those in need, that they be
satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access to food,
water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear
wounds in body, mind, and spirit as we pray for Indiana
residents affected by flooding and power outages, the families
of Elaine Gehman and Joyce Litzenberger, and those we lift
silently or aloud before you now...

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong
in faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and
other meetings toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine
love. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and
guide the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life
to come. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

++ SENDING +H

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace
) 4 |

JI
—_ a
w/
A - men, a - men, a - = - men.




J] Sending Hymn: “On What Has Now Been Sown”
1 On what has now been sown
your blessing, Lord, bestow;
the pow'r is yours alone
to make it sprout and grow.
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise,
and yours alone shall be the praise!

2To you our wants are known,
from you are all our pow'rs;
accept what is your own
and pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive
and to your word a blessing give.

30h, grant that each of us,
now met before you here,
may meet together thus
when you and yours appear,
and follow you to heav'n, our home.
E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith.
C: Thanks be to God.

J] Postlude: “On Our Way Rejoicing”........cceeveeeveeeniennieeenneeeeeeeseeeeneens F. Havergal



TODAY’S SERVICE

Pastor Rev. Stacy Chavis

Music Director Greg Gehman
CANTOT . e uuteiiieieteeeieeeeee st e et e et e e et e e s teesbeesbe e e saesssseesssessssessnsessasessssaesnnes Gail Bare
COUNTETS ..ueuerreeeeeieteeeeecireeeeeerreeeeeesrreeeeesnreeeeesanns Hollie Kemper, Jane Wenger
=T 1 0) 8:30am Connie Becker
9:30am Nancy Beck
USHETS ..evviiiiiieeieceriee et sre e e saae e s ane e s seae s 8:30am Sev and Pat Yerger

9:30am Craig Brossman, Joe Sanchez

SEPTEMBER 6™ WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

ACOLYEC. .ttt ettt re e e s ae e s e e e ae e e s b e e e rae e e raaeas Russel Beck
(0721 11 10) RSP PRSP UR R UPPPRT PSPPI David Sensenig
Communion Assistants..........cccceeevuveeennnenn. 8:30am Scott Strickland, Karen Oglesby
9:30am Nancy Beck, Audrey Noll

COUNTETS ..eeeivieerieeieerrteesteeeteessreeesreessseesseeessseessseessseessssessssasns June and Neal Leid
| 1T o) SRSt 8:30am Lee Anne Ueberroth
9:30am Pat Buohl

USHETS ...vviiiciieecceeeccte et eree s e e e ere e 8:30am Bill Lausch, Jane Wenger

9:30am Dave, Julie and Marliese Emrhein

This Week’s Office Hours
Monday August 31st 8am-2pm
Wednesday  September 2nd 8am-2pm
Thursday September 3rd 8am-2pm

Muddy Creek Lutheran Church is a proud member of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Lower Susquehanna Synod.

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Annual License #SAS008020.

Cover art: https://bible.art.com



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS

Prayers - We lift the families of Elaine Gehman & Joyce Litzenberger
in prayer.

TODAY

Altar Flowers

Flowers are sponsored by Linda & Brenda Berger in memory
of Kathryn Berger.

Fellowship In the Grove

Refreshments have been provided by Audrey & Darlene.

UPCOMING

School Kits Donation Drive—Due Sept. 6th

Items Needed: 70-page notebooks, #2 pencils, small pencil sharpeners, Safety
scissors, 2 VY2 inch erasers, rulers, 16 or 24 count boxes of crayons, and black or
blue ballpoint pens. (No religious or patriotic symbols)

Contact: Audrey Noll - aan7@ptd.net

God’s Work Our Hands/Volunteer Appreciation—Sept. 13t

ELCA’s annual day of service is a meaningful opportunity to serve others and put
our faith into action through God’s grace.

ONGOING

LAMPa — Call for prayer

For years, LAMPa has coordinated calls to each county elections office, thanking
them for their service, letting them know we pray for them, and asking how we
can help support them in their important role. If you are interested in this
project, please email office@mclchurch and we will give you the script and
contact information.

Redner’s Save-A-Tape Program

Support the Muddy Creek Good Samaritan Fund by placing your entire
(uncut) Redner’s receipts in the Redner’s containers at church

entrances. Thanks for your support!

PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips
Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com

September 25, 2026 (Friday) - “Mamma Mania” - Abba Tribute at Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse.

October 3, 2026 (Saturday) - Apple Harvest Festival in Biglerville —

300+ Arts and Crafts Vendors and also included in admission price is

all live entertainment, attractions, exhibits and orchard bus tours.

October 10-13, 2026 (Sat.-Tues.) — 4-Day Mystery Trip


mailto:berger@dejazzd.com

This Week’s Reflection

By refuting the journey Jesus describes, Peter personifies a temptation
common to all generations of Jesus’ disciples: seeking a way to avoid
“losing oneself” instead of surrendering all to and with the one we follow.
Rather than giving in to God, we cling tighter to worldly goals, afraid of
what will happen if we let go.

Thoughts:

What things or people hold you back from fully committing
to the will of the Holy Spirit?
Jesus emptied himself of power to model service to others.
How does this shape your acts of service?




