
 

 

MUDDY CREEK  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 6, 2026 

 

READINGS  

EZEKIEL 33:7-11 

PSALM 119:33-40 

ROMANS 13:8-14 

MATTHEW 18:15-20 



 

 

☩ WELCOME TO WORSHIP ☩ 

Visitors 
Please use the yellow card in your pew if you would like a prayer or 
would like to tell us more about yourself. 

Bulletin Information 
This bulletin is used for both the 8:30am liturgical service and the 

9:30am service with music.  The musical symbol - ♫ - is used to denote 
the music or songs that are only used in the 2nd service.  

Children 
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary. 

Communion Sundays -1st Sundays of the Month 
All are invited to participate in the Sacrament of Communion. We offer 
gluten-free wafers and juice as alternatives to bread and wine. Parents/ 
guardians choose whether youth will receive communion or a blessing.  

Connect, Watch, Follow 
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube.  Our 9:30am service is 
livestreamed and posted on our website and YouTube channel. 

Fellowship  
After the second service, please stay for light refreshments and an 
opportunity to connect with one another. See you in the annex! 

Offering 
To give: use this QR Code or place your gift in the offering boxes 
at the entrance tables. Thanks for supporting our ministries. 

Restrooms 
Restrooms are in the hallway closest to the altar. 

 

 

www.mclchurch.org     717-336-2770     office@mclchurch.org 

11 S. Muddy Creek Road, Denver, PA 17517 

AED: Located just outside the doors to the left of the altar.

http://www.mclchurch.org/
mailto:office@mclchurch.org


 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome   
Announcements/Birthdays/Anniversaries 

♫ Prelude “My Tribute” ................................................................ A. Crouch 

Peace 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please remain standing as you are able. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God,  
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, ☩ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith.   
C: Amen.  



 

♫ Gathering Hymn: “Praise the Lord! O Heavens” ...................... #823 
1 Praise the Lord! O heav'ns, adore him; 
praise him, angels, in the height; 
sun and moon, rejoice before him; 
praise him, gleaming stars and light. 
Praise the Lord, for he has spoken; 
worlds his mighty voice obeyed; 
laws which never shall be broken 
for their guidance he has made. 
 
2 Praise the Lord, for he is gracious; 
never shall his promise fail. 
God has made his saints victorious; 
sin and death shall not prevail. 
Praise the God of our salvation; 
hosts on high, his pow'r proclaim; 
heav'n and earth, and all creation, 
laud and magnify his name! 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also, with you. 

♫ Kyrie  .......................................................................................... pg. 138  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen. 

 

 



 

♫ Canticle of Praise  .................................................................... pg. 140 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose 
blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the 
hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and might be 
to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us 
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.   

Please be seated. 

Young People’s Message 

  



 

☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
In this passage, Ezekiel has been appointed to faithfully convey God’s warnings to the 
people; there is also hope that a warning would lead to repentance. 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 
warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall 
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: 
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away 
because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that 
the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from 
your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
L: The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God 

  



 

Psalm  119:33-40 
I desire the path of your commandments. 

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 
 and I shall keep it | to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
 I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
 for that is | my desire. 
36 Incline my heart to | your decrees 
 and not to | unjust gain.  
37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
 give me life | in your way. 
38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
 which is for | those who fear you. 
39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
 because your judg- | ments are good. 
40 Behold, I long for | your commandments; 

 by your righteousness en- | liven me.  

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of 
the law. We live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you 
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 
than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is 
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling 
and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



 

♫ Gospel Acclamation  ............................................................... pg. 142 
Please stand as you are able. 

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Gospel:  Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals and the church can 
restore relationships and confirms that the Divine is amid our gatherings. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against 
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you 
are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that 
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you 
as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree 
on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon  

  



 

♫ Hymn of the Day: “O Christ, Our Hope” .................................... #604 
Please stand as you are able. 

1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts' desire, 
creation's mighty Lord, 
redeemer of the fallen world, 
by holy love outpoured, 
by holy love outpoured: 
 
2 How vast your mercy to accept 
the burden of our sin, 
and bow your head in cruel death 
to make us clean within, 
to make us clean within. 
 
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, 
the ransom has been paid; 
you reign above at God's right hand, 
in robes of light arrayed, 
in robes of light arrayed. 
 
4 Oh, let your mighty love prevail 
to purge us of our pride, 
that we may stand before your throne 
by mercy purified, 
by mercy purified. 
 
5 All praise to you, ascended Lord; 
all glory ever be 
to Father, Son, and Spirit blest 
through all eternity, 
through all eternity! 

 



 

Apostles’ Creed 
Please stand/remain standing as you are able. 

P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed, 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

Thanksgiving for Offering 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;  
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

♫ Hymn of Reflection  
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

  



 

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our 
prayers, confident that God hears us.  
A brief silence is held for reflection. 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to 
announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in 
unexpected ways. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the 
needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of 
transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation 
away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, 
especially the good of all who labor. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

(Together aloud, we pray) Attending God, wake us up to those 
around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, 
failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurt we carry with 
us. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, 
and spirit as we pray collectively pray our congregation, 
the family of Elaine Gehman, and those we lift silently or 
aloud before you now… Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your 
righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your 
good news known even through our imperfections.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you 
thanks for the nearness of your salvation for all who have gone  
before us. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, 
and whatever else you see that we need. All this we ask in the name 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

☩ EUCHARIST ☩ 
 God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Proper Preface and Sanctus 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection, open to us the 
way of everlasting life.  

♫   And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

♫   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 
Holy, Holy, Holy, You are indeed Holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so 
loved the world that you gave your only son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you 
thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: take and 
eat, this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.  

  



 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying; This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink 
from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 
promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 
Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; 

We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with 
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body 
and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your 
holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, oh God, father, son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 
your holy church, now and forever. Amen 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. Amen. 

Please be seated. Kindly follow the direction of the ushers for communion. 

  



 

Prayer after Communion 
Please stand as you are able. 

P: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation, you 
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 
send us forth in the power of your spirit, that we may proclaim the 
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace 

 

♫ Sending Hymn: “Sent Forth by God's Blessing” .......................... #547 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
our true faith confessing, 
the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The supper is ended. 
Oh, now be extended 
the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
The seed of Christ's teaching, 
receptive souls reaching, 
shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
Your grace shall incite us, 
your love shall unite us 
to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 

  



 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 
to God ever-living, 
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
our faith ever sharing, 
in love ever caring, 
embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
With your feast you feed us, 
with your light now lead us; 
unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living 
with praise and thanksgiving 
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

♫ Postlude: “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him”...J. Peterson 
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TODAY’S SERVICE 

Pastor Rev. Stacy Chavis 
Music Director  Greg Gehman 

Acolyte .........................................................................................  Russel Beck  

Cantor ....................................................................................  David Sensenig 

Communion Assistants ................... 8:30am Scott Strickland, Karen Oglesby 
9:30am Nancy Beck, Audrey Noll 

Counters ..........................................................................  June and Neal Leid 

Lector ................................................................ 8:30am Lee Anne Ueberroth 
9:30am Nancy Beck 

Ushers ....................................................... 8:30am Bill Lausch, Jane Wenger 
9:30am Dave, Julie and Marliese Emhrein 

SEPTEMBER 13TH  WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Acolyte .........................................................................................  Russel Beck  

Cantor .......................................................................................  Greg Gehman  

Counters ........................................................................................  June Sloat  

Lector ......................................................................... 8:30am Hollie Kemper 
9:30am Brenda Berger 

Ushers ................................................... 8:30am Stacy Aungst, Greg Gehman 
9:30am Richard and Barb Yerger 

 
  

This Week’s Office Hours 

Tuesday September 8th   8am-2pm 

Wednesday September 9th  8am-2pm 

Thursday September 10th 8am-2pm 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS 

We lift the congregation and the family of Elaine Gehman in prayer. 

TODAY 

• Fellowship  
Refreshments have been provided by Darlene and Audrey. 

• School Kits Donation Due Today!  

UPCOMING 
• God’s Work Our Hands/Volunteer Appreciation–Sept. 13th 

ELCA’s annual day of service is a meaningful opportunity to serve others 
and put our faith into action through God’s grace. 

• Harvest Home – September 27th  
If you took a celosia plant home at Pentecost, consider bringing it back 
to enhance the display. As usual, we appreciate food from your gardens 
or other fresh and canned items. 

ONGOING 
• Prayer Requests and Pastoral Care 

Please let us know when you or a loved one is sick, hospitalized, facing a 
difficult situation, or simply in need of prayer.  
We want to walk alongside you. Please email us at 
muddycreekprayers@gmail.com which will be (monitored by the church 
admin and Pastor) or call the office.  Please feel free to leave a message 
and we will get back to you as quickly as possible.  

• Bulletin and Flower Sponsorship 
Sponsor a bulletin ($15) or altar flowers ($45). The sign-up book is just 
outside the sanctuary doors closest to the altar.  

• Communion Kits for Home Use 
Prefilled communion kits (wafers and grape juice) are available for those 
who cannot be onsite for Communion.  
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PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS 

Family Fall Fest – Sept. 19th – 11:30am to 2:30pm 
House of Blessings, 131 Terrace Ave, Ephrata 
Assemble 12’ x 12’ crocheted or knitted squares into afghan-sized blankets. 
Once assembled, the afghans will be distributed to several local agencies  
and organizations serving those in transitional housing. 

Second Annual Weave Retreat - October 3rd – 9am-3pm  
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Assemble 12’ x 12’ crocheted or knitted squares into afghan-sized blankets. 
Once assembled, the afghans will be distributed to several local agencies 
and organizations serving those in transitional housing. 

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips  
Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com 

• September 25, 2026 (Friday) - “Mamma Mania” - Abba Tribute at 
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse.   

• October 3, 2026 (Saturday) - Apple Harvest Festival in Biglerville  
300+ Arts and Crafts Vendors and also included in admission price is all 
live entertainment, attractions, exhibits and orchard bus tours. 

• October 10-13, 2026 (Sat.-Tues.) – 4-Day Mystery  
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This Weeks Reflection 

The readings this week focus on the practical work of the gathered 
Christian community: turning from sin to repentance, from conflict to 

reconciliation. The question is as relevant today:  How do we live 
together, work together, as the body of Christ? 

Thoughts:  
What does it mean for us and for our community to “put on the  
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13:14) and to clothe ourselves in love? 

The Holy Spirit is always at work—in, through, and among us—to gather 
and regather us again. How are you allowing the Holy Spirit to move you 

from conflict to reconciliation? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Muddy Creek Lutheran Church is a proud member of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Lower Susquehanna Synod. 

 


