MUDDY CREEK
LUTHERAN CHURCH

16™ Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026

-

READINGS
GENESIS 50:15-21
PsALM 103:8-13
ROMANS 14:1-12
MATTHEW 18:21-35



+ WELCOME TO WORSHIP +

Visitors
Please use the yellow card in your pew if you would like a prayer or
would like to tell us more about yourself.

Bulletin Information

This bulletin is used for both the 8:30am liturgical service and the
9:30am service with music. The musical symbol - J] - is used to denote
the music or songs that are only used in the 2nd service.

Children
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary.

Communion Sundays -1st Sundays of the Month

All are invited to participate in the Sacrament of Communion. We offer
gluten-free wafers and juice as alternatives to bread and wine. Parents/
guardians choose whether youth will receive communion or a blessing.

Connect, Watch, Follow
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube. Our 9:30am service is
livestreamed and posted on our website and YouTube channel.

Fellowship
After the second service, please stay for light refreshments and an
opportunity to connect with one another. See you in the annex!

Offering

g

5 Lo give: use this QR Code or place your gift in the offering boxes
mvizze at the entrance tables. Thanks for supporting our ministries.

Restrooms
Restrooms are in the hallway to the left of the altar.

www.mclchurch.org 717-336-2770 office@mclchurch.org
11 S. Muddy Creek Road, Denver, PA 17517
AED: Located just outside the doors to the left of the altar



http://www.mclchurch.org/
mailto:office@mclchurch.org

*+ GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome
Announcements

J]1 Prelude “How Great Thou ATt ... e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseneesannes J. Linker

Peace
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness
Please remain standing as you are able.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of Jesus Christ, " your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

C: Amen



J] Gathering Hymn: “When in Our Music God is Glorified”.................. #851
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 19032000
Music: ENGELBERG, Charkes V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © 1972 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream, 11, 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynight administrator.

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also, with you.




SN 1Q. % o (IR pg. 138
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.

For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen.

J] Canticle Of PraiSe ...........ccccoovoiiiiiiiieciiieecctree e eeeee e pg. 139
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father, we worship
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God,

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the father. Amen

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
Holy One, you stretch wide your tent that all may be welcomed in, and in
Jesus you stretched out your hands in expansive love for a weary and
wounded world. Help us to reach out with your own wounded hands of
love, that through us your life may be known in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Please be seated.

J] Special Music: “Blessed ASSUrance”..........ccccceeeeeeeeeeccinvnnneeeeeeennn J. N. Beck

piano/organ Greg Gehman

Young People’s Message



+ WORD +

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death Joseph’s brothers begged for forgiveness. Joseph told them that
with God’s help, he was able to do good and save many lives.

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the
wrong that we did to him?” 1¢ So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 83 Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 2t So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 103:8-13
Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy.
8 LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;
9you will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according ! to our sins,
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
1 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
13 As a father has compassion ! for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD.



Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12
Paul seeks to help this community understand that despite different practices in
worship and personal piety, we must not judge one another.

1Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the
weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who
abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat,
for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who
observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the
Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for
the Lord and give thanks to God. 7For we do not live to ourselves, and
we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of God. * For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

J] Gospel Acclamation ...............cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e pg. 142
Please stand as you are able.
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.



Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus
said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him,
25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with
his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be
made. 2¢ So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.

28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said,
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30 But he refused; then
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 3t When
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me.

33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
you?’ 3¢ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Sermon



J] Hymn of the Day: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” ......cccccecvveeevnnnne. #611

Please stand as you are able.
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11 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
31 heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up -on  my breast.”
the liv-ing wa -ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”
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I came to Je -sus as I was, so wea -y, worn, and sad;
I came to Je -sus, and I drank of  that life - giv - ing stream;
[ looked to Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and in that light of life I'll walk tll trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 18081889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune

Apostles’ Creed

Please stand/remain standing as you are able.
P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s
Creed,
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving for Offering
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.f

J] Hymn of Reflection
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Prayers of Intercession
P: Gathered into God’s embrace, let us lift our voices on behalf of a weary
and wounded world. A brief silence is held for reflection.

God of love, send us out filled with your love and life. Be known in our
daily living, that your love may be known through our proclamation. Lord
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of creation, remind us to be good stewards of your diverse and
beautiful world. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of peace, fill the hearts of those who rule, govern and lead. Give them
and us compassion to guide the peoples of this world in the ways of truth,
justice, equity and peace. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

(Together aloud, we pray...) God of healing, encourage all those
who bear another’s burdens. Give wisdom and perseverance to
all who work in health care professions. Bring healing to all
who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit as we also pray for
our congregation, the family of Elaine Gehman, and those we
lift up silently or aloud before you now...

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of service, give us strength and humility. In our service to those near
and far, whose needs are visible or invisible, may we find you in the faces
of our neighbors. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Everlasting God, as we remember those who have gone before, inspire us
to follow their example of baptismal life until we join with them in
worship. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord, we thank you for the gift of work, and we thank you for the
dedication, energy, and care that Greg has shown to Muddy Creek. As he
steps into this season of retirement, we ask for your peace to be present
with him. Replace any restlessness with a deep sense of your rest. Help
him to know that his worth is found in who he is in you, not just in what
he can produce. Grant him time for reflection, joy in simple moments, and
the space to dream new dreams. Keep him vigorous in body, mind, and
spirit. May he continue to be an instrument of your peace, loving his
neighbors, and sharing his deep wisdom with the next generation.

Into your hands of love, O God, we place all our prayers, trusting in your
mercy through the crucified and risen one Jesus. Amen.

Lord's Prayer
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

++ SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
P: God who sets forth the law of love, Jesus who fulfills the law for you,
and the Spirit through whom you are called to love, * bless you this day,
that you may be God’s hands and heart and voice at work in the world.
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com - pass come from thee. Je - sus, Sav - ior, pi-lot me.
sov - ‘reign of the sea, Je - sus, Sav - ior, pi-lot me.
hear  thee say to me: “Fear not, 1 will pi-lot thee”

Text: Edward Hopper, 1818-1888
Music: PILOT, John Edgar Gould, 1822-1875

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. You are God’s hands at work in the world!
C: Thanks be to God.

Jl Postlude: “Look and Live” .........cooovivvviiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee W. Ogden




TODAY’S SERVICE

Pastor Rev. Stacy Chavis

Music Director Greg Gehman
YN 0) | =TSSP Russel Beck
(0721 11 10) SR Greg Gehman
COUNTETS ..eervvieereeeiteeeteesteeeie e et e ssttesebeesbeesseesssaessssessssessssaessseessssessssens June Sloat
1< ) USSR 8:30am Hollie Kemper

9:30am Brenda Berger

L] 4 T SRR 8:30am Stacy Aungst, Greg Gehman
9:30am Richard and Barb Yerger

SEPTEMBER 20T WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

ACOLYEC. .ttt ettt s st e e s e e e aa e e s ab e e e rae e e araaean Barb Yerger
(070110 11 1<) & TR Julie, Dave, & Marleise Emrhein
| 1T o) SRS 8:30am Scott Strickland

9:30am Jill Youndt
USRETS oottt e 8:30am Mike Leid, Bill Lausch

9:30am Brad and Doris Rauch

This Week’s Office Hours

Monday September 14th 9am-3pm
Wednesday  September 16th g9am-3pm
Thursday September 17t 9am-3pm




ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS

We lift the congregation and the family of Elaine Gehman in our prayers.
TODAY

Altar Flowers

Sponsored by Peggy Leid in memory of J. Stanley & Arwilda Leid.
Fellowship

Refreshments are in honor of Greg Gehman and Grandparents Day.
School Kits Donation Due Today!

% Godswork, ELCNsaumual dayafserce o eaning
e. Our hands. | ;oP Y P

— into action through God’s grace.

UPCOMING

School Kit Backpack Assembling — September 20th

Join us after worship to assemble backpacks for Lutheran World Relief.
Harvest Home — September 27th

If you took a celosia plant home at Pentecost, consider bringing it back to
enhance the display. As usual, we appreciate food from your gardens or other

fresh and canned items between 9gam-11am. These will be sent to Peter’s Porch
after the service.

ONGOING

Prayer Requests and Pastoral Care

Please let us know when you or a loved one is sick, hospitalized, facing a
difficult situation, or simply in need of prayer; we want to walk alongside you.
Email us at muddycreekprayers@gmail.com (monitored by the Church
Administrator and Pastor) or call the office. If you need to leave a message, we
will get back to you as quickly as possible.

Bulletin and Flower Sponsorship

Sponsor a bulletin ($15) or altar flowers ($45). The sign-up book is just
outside the sanctuary doors closest to the altar.
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PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS

Family Fall Fest — Sept. 19" — 11:30am to 2:30pm

House of Blessings, 131 Terrace Ave, Ephrata

Assemble 12’ x 12’ crocheted or knitted squares into afghan-sized blankets. Once
assembled, the afghans will be distributed to several local agencies

and organizations serving those in transitional housing.

Second Annual Weave Retreat - October 3'1-9am-3pm

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church

Assemble 12’ x 12’ crocheted or knitted squares into afghan-sized blankets. Once
assembled, the afghans will be distributed to several local agencies and
organizations serving those in transitional housing.

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips

Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com

e September 25, 2026 (Friday) - “Mamma Mania” - Abba Tribute at Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse.

e October 3, 2026 (Saturday) - Apple Harvest Festival in Biglerville
300+ Arts and Crafts Vendors and also included in admission price is all live
entertainment, attractions, exhibits and orchard bus tours.

e October 10-13, 2026 (Sat.-Tues.) — 4-Day Mystery

Cover Art: https.//stock.adobe.com/search?k=jesus+forgive

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License # SAS008020

Muddy Creek Lutheran Church is a proud member of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Lower Susquehanna Synod.
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This Week’s Reflection

Being a disciple requires an expansive perspective on forgiveness. Today

our perspective is broadened by the good news that God’s forgiveness is

not based on our idea of fairness, but rather on abundant, unimaginable
grace.

Thoughts:
As a community, we weekly pray that asking God to forgive us our

trespasses as we forgive those who have trespassed against us.
Recognizing that you are forgiven, are there trespasses and offenses that
you haven't forgiven?
How might the Love of God help you to forgive?




