
 

 

MUDDY CREEK  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 20, 2026 

 

READINGS  

JONAH 3:10-4:11 

PSALM 145:1-8 

PHILIPPIANS 1:21-30 

MATTHEW 20:1-16 



 

 

☩ WELCOME TO WORSHIP ☩ 

Visitors 
Please use the yellow card in your pew if you would like a 
prayer or would like to tell us more about yourself. 

Children 
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary. 

Communion Sundays -1st Sundays of the Month 
All are invited to participate in the Sacrament of Communion. 
We offer gluten-free wafers and juice as alternatives to bread 
and wine. Parents/ guardians choose whether youth will receive 
communion or a blessing.  

Connect, Watch, Follow 
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube.  Our 9:30am service is 
livestreamed and posted on our website and YouTube channel. 

Fellowship  
After the second service, please stay for light refreshments and 
an opportunity to connect with one another. See you in the 
annex! 

Offering 
To give: use this QR Code or place your gift in the offering 
boxes at the entrance tables. Thanks for supporting our 

ministries. 
 
Restrooms 
Restrooms are in the hallway to the left of the altar. 

 
 

 
 

www.mclchurch.org     717-336-2770     office@mclchurch.org 

11 S. Muddy Creek Road, Denver, PA 17517 

AED: Located just outside the doors to the left of the altar.

http://www.mclchurch.org/
mailto:office@mclchurch.org


 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome   
Announcements 

Peace 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

Peace 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please remain standing as you are able. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. Most 
merciful God,  
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of Jesus Christ, ☩ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.   
C: Amen 

  



 

 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also, with you. 

Kyrie (read responsively) 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your 
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.   

Please be seated. 

Young People’s Message 

  



 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God spared the city. 

10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from 
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said 
he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 
 
  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He 
prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was 
still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, 
for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, 
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, 
O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 
live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for 
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city. 
  6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to 
give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was 
very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the 
sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the 
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, 
“It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the 
bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, 
“You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which 
you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 
night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?”L: 
The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God  

  



 

 

Psalm  145:1-8 (read responsively) 
The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 1 I will exalt you, my | God and king, 
  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
 2 Every day | will I bless you 
  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
 3 Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised! 
  There is no end | to your greatness. 
 4 One generation shall praise your works | to another 
  and shall de- | clare your power.  
 5 I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 
  and all your | marvelous works. 
 6 They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 
  and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 7 They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
 8 The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome 
of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel. 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, 
that means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I 
am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary 
for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my 
presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because 
of me. 
  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one 
mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those 
opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as 
well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have. 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand as you are able. 

C: Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Gospel:  Matthew 20:1-16 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the assumption that God 
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After 
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing 
idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And 
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he 
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a 
denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs 
to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  Please be seated. 

Sermon  
  



 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
Please stand as you are able. 

P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s 
Creed, 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

Thanksgiving for Offering 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;  
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 
confident that God hears us.  
A brief silence is held for reflection. 

Help us to remember to be accountable for our unwillingness to share 
your good news and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by 
your grace to be witnesses to your love.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis 
so that all your creations may inspire us to give thanks for your great 
goodness. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their 
employees. Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of 
employment with camaraderie and bring an end to employment 
disparity.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  



 

 

(Together aloud, we pray…) Encourage any who cannot work or 
who cannot work a full day with the truth that their value 
comes from your everlasting love for them.  Bring healing to all 
who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit as we also pray for 
our congregation and  those we lift up silently or aloud before 
you now… Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of 
others in the community. Inspire all in this congregation to support 
community endeavors with our time and talents.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our 
loved ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 
whatever else you see that we need. All this we ask in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God.  



 

 

TODAY’S SERVICE 

Acolyte .....................................................................................................  Barb Yerger  

Counters ................................................................  Julie, Dave, & Marleise Emhrein 

Lector ................................................................................... 8:30am Scott Strickland 
9:30am Jill Youndt 

Ushers ....................................................................... 8:30am Mike Leid, Bill Lausch 
9:30am Brad and Doris Rauch 

SEPTEMBER 27TH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Acolyte .................................................................................................  Malia Mancini  

Counters ........................................................................................  Tim & Linda Fritz  

Lector ......................................................................................... 9:30am Joe Sanchez 

Ushers ....................................................................... 8:30am Bill Lausch, Mike Leid 
9:30am Craig Brossman, Tim Fritz 

 
  This Week’s Office Hours 

Monday September 21st     8am-2pm 

Wednesday September 23rd     8am-2pm 

Thursday September 24th    8am-2pm 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS 

♫ During this time of transition, the Kyrie and the Psalm will be spoken 
responsively led by the lector, and the Gospel Acclamation will be spoken, led by 
the Pastor. On Communion Sundays, the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) will be 
spoken at both services. The Canticle of Praise and Hymn of Reflection will 
remain and be sung during services where a musician is present.  

TODAY 

• Altar Flowers 
Sponsored by Marie Buohl in memory of Walter Buohl. 

• Fellowship  
Refreshments donated by Audrey & Darlene.  

• School Kit Backpack Assembling  
Join us after worship to assemble backpacks for Lutheran World Relief. 

UPCOMING 

• Harvest Home – September 27th  
If you took a celosia plant home at Pentecost, consider bringing it back to 
enhance the display. As usual, we appreciate food from your gardens or other 
fresh and canned items. Please bring items on Saturday, September 26th 
between 9am-11am or at either church service. These will be sent to Peter’s 
Porch after the service. 

ONGOING 

• Prayer Requests and Pastoral Care 
Please let us know when you or a loved one is sick, hospitalized, facing a 
difficult situation, or simply in need of prayer; we want to walk alongside you. 
Email us at muddycreekprayers@gmail.com (monitored by the Church 
Administrator and Pastor) or call the office. If you need to leave a message, we 
will get back to you as quickly as possible. 

• Bulletin and Flower Sponsorship 
Sponsor a bulletin ($15) or altar flowers ($45). The sign-up book is just 
outside the sanctuary doors closest to the altar.  

• Fellowship Hour 
We invite members to sign up to bring refreshments to share following our 
9:30am worship service. Please sign up on the designated sheet in the 
fellowship area.  
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PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS 

Second Annual Weave Retreat - October 3rd – 9am-3pm  
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Assemble 12’ x 12’ crocheted or knitted squares into afghan-sized blankets. Once 
assembled, the afghans will be distributed to several local agencies and 
organizations serving those in transitional housing. We will collect the squares  
Sunday September 27th and deliver them that week.  

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips  
Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com 

• September 25, 2026 (Friday) - “Mamma Mania” - Abba Tribute at Hunterdon 
Hills Playhouse.   

• October 3, 2026 (Saturday) - Apple Harvest Festival in Biglerville  
300+ Arts and Crafts Vendors and also included in admission price is all live 
entertainment, attractions, exhibits and orchard bus tours. 

• October 10-13, 2026 (Sat.-Tues.) – 4-Day Mystery  
 

Cover Art: https://patristicuniversalism.com/articles/f/the-parable-of-the-workers-in-the-vineyard-grace-for-all 
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This Week’s Reflection 

Jonah couldn’t get comfortable. He was uncomfortable with his 
God-given call to preach to Nineveh, and he was 

uncomfortable/angry with God’s mercy on the people of 
Nineveh. Jonah was uneasy embracing the wideness of God’s 
grace. And the laborers in Jesus’ parable are uncomfortable 

with the unchecked mercy offered by the landowner/God. God’s 
grace and mercy shouldn’t be a source of discomfort, it should 

be a pathway to love, forgiveness, and hope. 

Thoughts: 
In what ways are you like Jonah? 

How are you seeing the goodness and grace of God manifested 
around you and in community? 

In what ways you reflecting God’s grace and mercy? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


