
 

 

MUDDY CREEK  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 27, 2026 

 

READINGS  

EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32 

PSALM 25:1-9 

PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 

MATTHEW 21:23-32 
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☩ WELCOME TO WORSHIP ☩ 

Visitors 
Please use the yellow card in your pew if you would like a 
prayer or would like to tell us more about yourself. 

Children 
Children’s activity boxes are in the rear of the sanctuary. 

Communion Sundays -1st Sundays of the Month 
All are invited to participate in the Sacrament of Communion. 
We offer gluten-free wafers and juice as alternatives to bread 
and wine. Parents/ guardians choose whether youth will receive 
communion or a blessing.  

Connect, Watch, Follow 
Follow us on Facebook and YouTube.  Our 9:30am service is 
livestreamed and posted on our website and YouTube channel. 

Fellowship  
After the second service, please stay for light refreshments and 
an opportunity to connect with one another. See you in the 
annex! 

Offering 
To give: use this QR Code or place your gift in the offering 
boxes at the entrance tables. Thanks for supporting our 

ministries. 
 
Restrooms 
Restrooms are in the hallway to the left of the altar. 
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☩ GATHERING ☩ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome   
Announcements 

♫ Prelude “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” ................................ W. Gardiner   

Peace 
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

Confession and Forgiveness 
Please remain standing as you are able. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins, in the presence of God and of one another. Most 
merciful God,  
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, ☩ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   
C: Amen 

 



 

 

♫ Gathering Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” #634 (v.1-4) 

 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also, with you. 

 



 

 

Kyrie (read responsively) 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, For the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For this Holy House, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, Gracious Lord. Amen. 

♫ Canticle of Praise  ...................................................................................... pg. 139 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the father, Lord God,  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of 
the father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the  
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the father. Amen 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace 
to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the 
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen.   

Please be seated. 

Young People’s Message 

 



 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did. 
God insistently invites people to turn and live. 

1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of 
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins 
who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn 
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn 
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, 
they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all 
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not 
die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of 
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; 
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit!  
Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
L: The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God  

 



 

 

Psalm  25:1-9 (read responsively) 
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love.  

1 To | you, O Lord, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be |  

put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
4 Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all |  

the day long. 
6 Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake  

of your good- | ness, O Lord. 
8 You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
9 You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. 

 



 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for 
Christian accord. 

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves.  
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure. 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand as you are able. 

C: Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 



 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 21:23-32 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you 
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I 
will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 
by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’  
26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John 
as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 28 “What 
do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his 
mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you 
saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
Please be seated. 

Sermon  



 

 

♫ Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ” ...................... #712 
Please stand as you are able.

 
 



 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
Please stand/remain standing as you are able. 

P: Together, let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s Creed, 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
life everlasting. Amen. 

Thanksgiving for Offering 
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;  
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

♫ Hymn of Reflection  
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

Prayers of Intercession 
P:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 
confident that God hears us.  
A brief silence is held for reflection. 

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen 
to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to 
name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world 
through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call 
to use their authority for the sake of the common good.  Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

(Together aloud, we pray…) Comfort those who come before you in fear 
and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with your forgiveness. Bring 
healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit, our 
congregation, and  those we lift up silently or aloud before you now…  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Change this congregation’s heart so that we don't say no to your call. Open us to 
courageous learning and service in our community, especially in new or 
challenging places.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at 
rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

♫ Sending Hymn: “Around You, O Lord Jesus ” ............................................. #468 

 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve God and one another in faith. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
Please be seated. 

♫ Postlude: “We’ve a Story to Tell the Nations ” ..................................  H. E. Nichol  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

TODAY’S SERVICE 

Supply Pastor Rev. Stacy Chavis 
Supply Organist    Dr. Michael Evans 

Acolyte .......................................................................................................  Malia Mancini  

Counters ...............................................................................................  Tim & Linda Fritz  

Lector ................................................................................................ 9:30 am Joe Sanchez 

Ushers ............................................................................... 8:30am Bill Lausch, Mike Leid 
9:30am Craig Brossman, Tim Fritz 

OCTOBER 4TH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Acolyte ...........................................................................................................  Russel Beck  

Cantor .......................................................................................................  David Sensenig 

Communion Assistants ....................................................Lynn Breidenstein, Audrey Noll 

Counters ...............................................................................................  Gail and Ted Bare 

Lector ..............................................................................................................  Brad Rauch 

Ushers ......................................................................................  Nancy Beck, Jane Wenger 
 

 

This Week’s Office Hours 

Monday September 28th      8am-2pm 

Wednesday September 30th      8am-2pm 

Thursday October 1st     8am-2pm 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS 

♫ During this time of transition, the Kyrie and the Psalm will be spoken responsively 
led by the lector, and the Gospel Acclamation will be spoken, led by the Pastor. On 
Communion Sundays, the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) will be spoken at both services. 
The Canticle of Praise and Hymn of Reflection will remain and be sung during 
services where a musician is present.  

TODAY 

• Altar Flowers 
Sponsored by Marie Buohl in memory of Walter Buohl. 

• Fellowship  
Refreshments donated by Audrey & Darlene.  

• Harvest Home  
We look forward to the food items we will be able to donate to Peter’s Porch after the 
service. Thank you for your help in feeding others! 

UPCOMING 

• Clean-up Day in the Grove – Saturday, October 3rd – 9am 
Join us as we spruce up our beautiful grove. All are welcome—many hands make 
light work! 

• Congregational Fellowship Meeting –October 4th  
Combined Service at 9:30am. Meeting will follow. 

• Craft Morning – Saturday, October 24th – 9am-12pm 
Join us for a fun morning of painting, creativity, and fellowship as we paint a 
wooden craft together! Children’s crafts will also be available, so bring the whole 
family. 

ONGOING 

• Church Safety Team Volunteers Needed: 
Muddy Creek is looking for volunteers to join our Safety Team and assist with 
medical, security, or emergency situations. Experience in healthcare, first aid, 
emergency response, or a similar field is helpful. Please contact the church office or 
Julie Emrhein if you are interested. Thank you for helping keep Muddy Creek safe 
and welcoming! 

• Prayer Requests and Pastoral Care 
Please let us know when you or a loved one is sick, hospitalized, facing a difficult 
situation, or simply in need of prayer; we want to walk alongside you. Email us 
at muddycreekprayers@gmail.com (monitored by the Church Administrator and 
Pastor) or call the office. If you need to leave a message, we will get back to you as 
quickly as possible. 

• Bulletin and Flower Sponsorship 
Sponsor a bulletin ($15) or altar flowers ($45). The sign-up book is just outside the 
sanctuary doors closest to the altar.  
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• Fellowship Hour 
We invite members to sign up to bring refreshments to share following our 9:30am 
worship service. Please sign up on the designated sheet in the fellowship area.  

PARTNER MINISTRY EVENTS 

Second Annual Weave Retreat - October 3rd – 9am-3pm  
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Assemble 12’ x 12’ crocheted or knitted squares into afghan-sized blankets. Once 
assembled, the afghans will be distributed to several local agencies and organizations 
serving those in transitional housing. We will collect the squares Sunday September 
27th and deliver them that week.  

Brenda and Friends Bus Trips  
Brenda Berger (717) 336-6886 or berger@dejazzd.com 
• October 3, 2026 (Saturday) - Apple Harvest Festival in Biglerville  

300+ Arts and Crafts Vendors and also included in admission price is all live 
entertainment, attractions, exhibits and orchard bus tours. 

• October 10-13, 2026 (Sat.-Tues.) – 4-Day Mystery  
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This Week’s Reflection 

In response, to our joy, we discover again the grace of God outpoured. All humans are in 
need of God’s grace; God extends grace to all, and one day we will confess that salvation as 
one people. All of today’s readings reveal the way in which all humans are equal in the eyes 

of God. 

Thoughts 
 

What brings you joy? 
 

How have you shared the ways God’s grace has impacted your life? 
 

Is it hard for you to share the story of salvation?  
Why or why not? 
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