Muddy Creek Lutheran Church
11 South Muddy Creek Rd., Denver, PA 17517

Church Office: 717-336-2770, office@mclchurch.org Pastor Peter: 717-598-5095, peter@mclchurch.org
Website: www.mclchurch.org, Follow us on Facebook and our Muddy Creek Lutheran YouTube Channel.
The 10:15 a.m. service will be livestreamed and posted today on our YouTube channel and our website.

4th Sunday of Easter, May 11, 2025, 10:15 a.m. - Online Edition
Mother’s Day, Confirmation Day

* = Please stand as you are able  All congregational responses are in bold
(Young Families: There are two “activity boxes” for children located under the ushers’ bench at
the rear of the sanctuary. There is also an unstaffed nursery located downstairs with an audio
feed for your convenience at any time).

Welcome to Muddy Creek!

Announcements, Good Morning/Waving Hello

Prelude: Faith of Our MOtRErS............c.ouueiii i H.Hemy
*Confession and FOrgIVENESS ........o.eiuiitiitiiii i e pages 94 — 96

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

L: Most merciful God, C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith. C: Amen.

*Gathering Hymn: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us™ ............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeen #4789
1. Savior like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care.
In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours.

2. We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray.

3. You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be;
you have mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you.
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4. Early let us seek your favor, early let us do your will;

blessed Lord and only Savior, with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still.

*Greeting L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have
mercy.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

*Canticle of Praise (“Glory to God in the highest...”)..............oooiiiiiiiiiii page 139
L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen.

*Prayer of the Day
Recognition of Graduating Seniors

First Reading: Acts 9: 36-43

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. When
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to
us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to
the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner. L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 23 (Congregational responses in bold)
"The Lorp | is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.



2 The Lorp makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3 You restore my | soul, O Lorp,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lorp forever.

Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice,
saying,“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”11 And all
the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,“Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and
where have they come from?”” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to
me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will
shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor
any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

*Gospel AcClamation: ...........iiuiiiii e page 142
(Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.)

*Gospel: John 10:22-30 C: Glory to you, O Lord.

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him
and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s
name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are
one.” L: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Special Music: Seek Ye First...........ccccccovevieinannn. Women and Children on the Colored Bells

Sermon - The Faith Statement of Wyatt Youndt



*Hymn of the Day: “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee #502
1.The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever.

2. Where streams of living water flow,my ransomed soul he leadeth

and, where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.

3. Perverse, and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me,

and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing brought me.

4. In death's dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me,

thy rod and staff my comfort still; thy cross before to guide me.

The Rite of Confirmation for Wyatt Allen Youndt
P: I present Wyatt Allen Youndt who desires to make public affirmation of his baptism.

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for our brother Wyatt, whom you have made
your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called him to yourself, enlightened him
with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished him in the community of faith. Uphold him, your
servant, in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought
to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ, Amen.

Together with the entire congregation, I ask you to profess your faith in our God, who is
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, by professing the Apostles’ Creed.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again, he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of
God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace
in all the earth?

Wyatt: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P: People of God, do you promise to support our brother Wyatt and pray for him in his life in
Christ? C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
(Wyatt kneels. The pastor and parents place their hands on him.)

Confirmation verse of Wyatt Youndt: Philippians 4:13 - “I can do all things through Him who
strengthens me.”

P: Continue to stir up in Wyatt the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen



(Wyatt and family face the congregation)

P: Let us rejoice with our brother in Christ.
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to
God and proclaim the good news to all the world. (Applause)

*Thanksgiving for Offering C: We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
(Offering to Muddy Creek or Disaster Relief may be contributed online through the
church website, mclchurch.org, “Give Online” button on the home page.)

*Hymn #752 (“Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.”)

*Prayers of the Church P: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

*Blessing C: Amen (sung response)

*Sending Hymn: “ The Lord’s My Shepherd”... e FETT8
1.The Lord’s my shepherd; I’ll not want. He makes me down to he
in pastures green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by.

He leadeth me, he leadeth me the quiet waters by.

2. My soul he doth restore, again, and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake:
within the paths of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake;

3. Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill;

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still;

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me comfort still.

4. My table thou hast richly spread in presence of my foes;

my head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows.

My head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows.

5. Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me,

and in God’s house forevermore my dwelling place shall be;

and in God’s house forevermore my dwelling place shall be.

*Dismissal P: Go in Peace. Serve the Risen Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude: Hail t0 the BriQRINESS ............cccccoouiiiiiiiiaiiieieeeie et L. Mason
Immediately following the 10:15 a.m. service, you are invited to stay in the sanctuary for a time
of fellowship and refreshments, courtesy today of Parish Life/Social Ministry. Thanks!




Announcements

Notes for Online Participants:

We are so glad you are participating in worship online! Welcome!

If you would like to pick up prefilled home communion kits of wafers and grape juice in order
to participate online along with Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each month, please
contact Pastor Peter or pick them up from the box on the table under the church mailboxes.

Or, if you wish, you may use bread and grape juice/wine from your own home.

Offering to Muddy Creek or Disaster Relief may be contributed online through the church
website, mclchurch.org, “Give Online” button on the home page.

The monthly newsletter can be found on the church website under “What’s Happening”.

Happy Mothers Day!
*All Women and Children Are Invited to Play A Song on the Colored Bells at both services.

*Today at Both Services We are Recognizing our Graduating High School Seniors.
Congratulations to Zach Sheafter, Sophia Dimitris, Cole Dimitris, Paige Walzl, Cole Aungst and
Cannon Youndt! May God richly bless you in all things to come!

*Today is Confirmation Sunday: Wyatt Youndt will be sharing his Faith Statement in place of
the sermon. He will be confirmed at the 10:15 a.m. service. Wyatt is the son of Jill and Jesse
Youndt. Congratulations, and may God bless you in your life of faith, Wyatt!

*Nicki the (Famous) Turtle Special Event. At 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, we are holding
a very special event for all adults, children and families. Jeannie Aungst, the mother of Matt
Aungst, Stacy Aungst and Theresa Trout, will be coming along with her famous 71 year-old
turtle, Nicki! The Aungst family got Nicki as a small southern cooter turtle in a bowl many years
ago, and she has since grown considerably and aged well! Nicki has since been featured in
articles, in online website posts with 28 million views, and in many in-person presentations to
groups, schools and pet stores. Her daughter Theresa wrote and published an illustrated
childrens’ book about the story of Nicki, entitled “The Adventures of Nicki: A True Story”.
Jeannie will read this story to everyone as well.




Cemetery Veterans Wreaths Project Contributions During May: In celebration of Memorial
Day, a collection for the Veterans Wreath project in the Muddy Creek Cemetery will take place
during the month of May. Decorated containers are provided for donations on the entryway
tables. Wreaths will be purchased and laid on veterans graves in December. Checks can be made
out to Muddy Creek Lutheran Church (re: Cemetery Wreaths). Currently there are 247 veterans
buried in Muddy Creek Cemetery. Thank you for your donations!

Farewell Luncheon For Pastor Peter and Family Next Sunday: Next Sunday, May 18 at
11:30 a.m. following the second service, all are invited to the Fellowship Hall for a Farewell
Luncheon for Pastor Peter and his family. Please sign up on the clipboard under the mailboxes so
we can get a rough count of attendees. Pastor Peter will retire on May 31.

Today is the Last Day of Sunday School. A special thank you to our Sunday School teachers:
Audrey Noll, Nancy Beck and Russell Beck. We appreciate your dedication and caring!

Attention Redner’s Shoppers: Thank you for bringing in your receipts and placing them in the
marked bins in the entryways. Our Good Samaritan Fund will receive $75.00 for this quarter
from Redner’s. Please bring in the entire receipt. It cannot be used if it is cut.

Free 55+ Senior Event this Saturday: The East Cocalico Lion’s Club invites senior 55+ to a
free afternoon of food and entertainment this Saturday, May 17th from 2-4 p.m. at the
Reamstown Fire Hall. If you have any questions, please call Dwayne Atkinson at 717-676-0905.

Memorial Day Weekend May 25, Summer Service Schedule Begins. Starting May 25 we will
switch to the Summer Worship schedule with services at 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

The Altar Flowers Today are given in memory of Ralph Bearinger by the family.

The Sign Up for Altar Flower Sponsorships is on the table outside the Pastor’s office. If you
wish, you may sponsor flowers in honor or in memory of someone. Cost is $45. Bulletins may
also be sponsored in honor or memory of someone for $15.

In Our Prayers: Gloria Aseli, Linny Ansel, Pat Brendle, Sandra Eager, Jane Enck, Ken Frazer,
Molly Fritz, Cathleen Fuchs, Larry Gehman, Lisa Gehman, Fred Hainley, Pat Marino, the Martin
family, Audrey Opra, Tom Riggle, Joanne Saylor, Mary Ann Seidel, Charlotte Shober, Walt
Siegel, Bruce Spangler, Donald Steinmetz, Becky Thunberg, Philip Webber, Adam Wood

Attendance and Giving:

May 4: 8:00 a.m. - 17, 10:15 a.m. - 64, Online Views (includes livestream) - 28
Received through April: $55,222.40 (includes $475 of Qualified Charitable Distributions
received in the latest month)

Expenses through April: $64,363.90

Received on May 4: $3,043.30  Received May to date: $3,043.30



10:15 AM Worship Helpers Today:
Acolyte - Lay Reader - Nancy Beck
Cantor - Greg Gehman Money Counters - Nedra Bearinger, Judy Dengler, Karen Oglesby

10:15 AM Worship Helpers Next Sunday May 18:
Acolyte - Barbara Yerger Lay Reader - Hollie Kemper
Cantor - Hollie Kemper Money Counters - Hollie Kemper, Jane Wenger
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