Muddy Creek Lutheran Church
11 South Muddy Creek Rd., Denver, PA 17517

Church Office: 717-336-2770, office@mclchurch.org Pastor Peter: 717-598-5095, peter@mclchurch.org
Website: www.mclchurch.org, Follow us on Facebook and our Muddy Creek Lutheran YouTube Channel.
The 10:15 a.m. service will be livestreamed and posted today on our YouTube channel and our website.

5th Sunday of Easter, May 18, 2025, 10:15 a.m. Online Edition

* = Please stand as you are able ~ All congregational responses are in bold
(Young Families: There are two “activity boxes” for children located under the ushers’ bench at
the rear of the sanctuary. There is also an unstaffed nursery located downstairs with an audio
feed for your convenience at any time).

Welcome to Muddy Creek! Announcements, Good Morning/Waving Hello

Prelude: Built on The Rock The Church Doth Stand... .........................c.e.... ... ....arT. L. Smith
*Confession and FOrgiveness ........oouuiiiiiiiiiii e e e eee e pages 94 — 96
L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.
L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

*Gathering Hymn: “We Are Called”........c.oooiieiiiiiieiieecee et # 720

1. Come, live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!

We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God.
We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.

2. Come, open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear!

We are called to be hope for the hopeless, so hatred and blindness will be no more.
We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.

3. Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one!

God will reign, and we'll walk with each other, as sisters and brothers united in love.
We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.

*Greeting L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have
mercy.

L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.

L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
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L: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

*Canticle of Praise (“Glory to God in the highest...”)..............o i page 139
L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God the Father. Amen.

*Prayer of the Day.

First Reading: Numbers 6:22-27
2 The Lorp spoke to Moses, saying, » “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying: Thus you shall
bless the Israelites: You shall say to them: ** The Lorp bless you and keep you; ** the Lorp make
his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; *° the Lorb lift up his countenance upon you

and give you peace. >’ “So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

Psalm 134

'Come, bless the Lorb, all you servants of the Lorb,
who stand by night in the house of the Lorp!

2 Lift up your hands to the/ holy place,
and bless the Lorbp.

3 May the Lorp, maker of hea/-ven and earth,
bless you from Zion.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3, 15-19

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. '*T have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love toward all the saints, and for this reason '*I do not cease to give thanks for you as |
remember you in my prayers, ' that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, '® so that, with the eyes of
your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, '° and what is the immeasurable greatness
of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

*Gospel AcClamation: ..........o.oiuiiiii i e page 142
(Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.)

*Gospel: John 13:31-35 C: Glory to you, O Lord.

3'When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has
been glorified in him. ** If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself
and will glorify him at once. ** Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.” **I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also



should love one another. ** By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.” L: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon
*Hymn of the Day: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”..............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, #543
1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”
2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”
3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again, he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Thanksgiving for Offering C: We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
(Offering to Muddy Creek or Disaster Relief may be contributed online through the
church website, mclchurch.org, “Give Online” button on the home page.)

*Hymn #752 (“Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.”)

*Prayers of the Church P: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer

Rl 0] (6 N o ¢ ) ) SRRt page 145

*Blessing C: Amen (sung response)



*Sending Hymn: “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing™............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeene #547

1 Sent forth by God's blessing,

our true faith confessing,

the people of God from this dwelling take leave.

The supper is ended.

Oh, now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ's teaching,

receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.

Your grace shall incite us,

your love shall unite us

to work for your kingdom and answer your call.
2 With praise and thanksgiving

to God ever-living,

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—

our faith ever sharing,

in love ever caring,

embracing God's children, the whole human race.

With your feast you feed us,

with your light now lead us;

unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living

with praise and thanksgiving

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

*Dismissal P: Go in Peace. Serve the Risen Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude: True-Hearted, Whole Hearted.............ccoceeeeeeeieeaeeaeeoeeceecee e aeeaen .. ...G. Stebbins

Announcements

Notes for Online Participants:

We are so glad you are participating in worship online! Welcome!

If you would like to pick up prefilled home communion kits of wafers and grape juice in order
to participate online along with Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each month, please
contact Pastor Peter or pick them up from the box on the table under the church mailboxes.

Or, if you wish, you may use bread and grape juice/wine from your own home.

Offering to Muddy Creek or Disaster Relief may be contributed online through the church
website, mclchurch.org, “Give Online” button on the home page.

The monthly newsletter can be found on the church website under “What’s Happening”.

Farewell Luncheon For Pastor Peter and Family: Today at 11:30 a.m. following the second
service, all are invited to the Fellowship Hall for a Farewell Luncheon for Pastor Peter and his
family. Pastor Peter will retire on May 31.



Next Sunday (Memorial Day Weekend) Summer Service Schedule Begins. Starting next
week, we will switch to the Summer Worship schedule with services at 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Cemetery Veterans Wreaths Project Contributions During May: In celebration of Memorial
Day, a collection for the Veterans Wreath project in the Muddy Creek Cemetery will take place
during the month of May. Decorated containers are provided for donations on the entryway
tables. Wreaths will be purchased and laid on veterans graves in December. Checks can be made
out to Muddy Creek Lutheran Church (re: Cemetery Wreaths). Currently there are 247 veterans
buried in Muddy Creek Cemetery. Thank you for your donations!

Attention Redner’s Shoppers: Thank you for bringing in your receipts and placing them in the
marked bins in the entryways. Our Good Samaritan Fund will receive $75.00 for this quarter
from Redner’s. Please bring in the entire receipt. It cannot be used if it is cut.

The Altar Flowers Today are given in memory of Jesse Mann by Peggy Leid.

The Sign Up for Altar Flower Sponsorships is on the table outside the Pastor’s office. If you
wish, you may sponsor flowers in honor or in memory of someone. Cost is $45. Bulletins may
also be sponsored in honor or memory of someone for $15.

In Our Prayers: Gloria Aseli, Linny Ansel, Michael Breidenstein Jr., Pat Brendle, Jane Enck,
Ken Frazer, Molly Fritz, Cathleen Fuchs, Larry Gehman, Lisa Gehman, Fred Hainley, the Martin
family, Audrey Opra, Tom Riggle, Joanne Saylor, Mary Ann Seidel, Charlotte Shober, Bruce
Spangler, Donald Steinmetz, the family of Becky Thunberg who passed away on Tuesday, Philip
Webber, Adam Wood.

Attendance and Giving:

May 11: 8:00 a.m. - 49, 10:15 a.m. - 69, Online Views (includes livestream) - 44
Received through April: $55,222.40 (includes $475 of Qualified Charitable Distributions
received in the latest month)

Expenses through April: $64,363.90

Received on May 11: $2,034.71  Received May to date: $5,078.01

10:15 AM Worship Helpers Today:
Acolyte - Barbara Yerger Lay Reader - Hollie Kemper
Cantor - Hollie Kemper Money Counters - Hollie Kemper, Jane Wenger

10:15 AM Worship Helpers Next Sunday May 25:
Acolyte - Lay Reader - Joe Sanchez
Cantor - Pastor Peter Money Counters - Ray and Susan Sweigart
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